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career media specialist and author  
(visit www.tonibuzzeo.com).

Tim Wadham has been a 
professional librarian for 
twenty-seven years and is 
currently the director of 
the Puyallup Public Library 
in Washington State. He 
started his career as a 
children’s librarian, and 
children’s books are still 
his primary passion. After 
more than twenty years 
of sharing books with 
children, he published his 
first picture book, The 
Queen of France, in 2011. 
Prior to that, he published 
two books for the school 
and library market about 
one of his other strong 
professional interests—
library services to the 
Spanish-speaking. 
 

I assume from the 
dedication in The Queen 
of France that there’s 
a true story—with the 
real Rose—behind the 
book. Can you tell us 
more about it? 

TW: The Queen of France 
is based on an interchange 
between my wife and my 

daughter, who was about  
three or four years old at the 
time. When my wife told me 
about the incident, my first 
thought was this had to be 
a picture book! My daughter 
chose the name Rose for the 
main character, because it was 
her favorite name and for a 
time she wished we had  
named her Rose.

I’ve recommended 
your book to so many 
people—librarians, 
teachers, and parents 
of young children, too. 
In fact, I think The 
Queen of France models 
excellent parenting 
perfectly. Can you share 
your thoughts about 
the communications 
between parents like 
Rose’s mother and 
Rose’s father and their 
imaginative children? 

TW: Thank you so much for 
getting out the word! I think 
that the book speaks for itself  
in terms of communicating  
with an imaginative child.  
My wife and I both entered 
into the world our daughter 
created and played along with 
her, which created some choice 
family memories. I think that 
parents should encourage 
imaginative play.   

I know that you are,  
like me, a children’s 
librarian. What career 
experiences led you to 
write a picture book? 
 

TW: I don’t know if there were 
any career experiences that 
led me to write a book. I had 
actually been writing books 

before I became a 
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children’s librarian. I’d been 
sending out manuscripts 
for over twenty years before 
Candlewick bought The Queen 
of France. From decades of 
doing storytimes, I had a sense 
of the rhythm of language that 
works to put a story across to a 
room full of preschoolers. I had 
come to count on Candlewick 
picture books because it always 
seemed that the texts were 
finely tuned to be great read-
alouds. So if anything, I was 
thrilled to have a Candlewick 
book, and worked hard to 
produce the type of great read-
aloud I had come to expect 
from them.  

I’ve read that in your 
role as a children’s 
librarian, you’ve served 
on many children’s book 
award committees. Can 
you tell us more about 
the committees you’ve 
served on and how they 
affected your work as a 
librarian, and of course, 
as an author?

TW: I’ve served on the 
Newbery, Geisel, and Pura 
Belpré award committees, 
and I think that each of these 
experiences has taught me how 
to evaluate books, to know 
what makes a truly good book 
and how to articulate that. My 
experience on the Newbery 
committee in particular really 
taught me to focus on the 
literary merit of a book.    

Your voice in The Queen 
of France is pitch-perfect 
for picture books. Have 
you ever longed to write 
anything longer? If so, can 
you tell us about those 
ideas or projects? If not, 
why not?
 
TW: Thanks for your kind 
words about the voice in 
The Queen of France. I was 
influenced greatly by Arnold 
Lobel in particular, and  
wanted to give my book the 
same feel. I do have some  
ideas for novels, and that’s 
what I’m working on now.  
The particular book I’m 
working on is a middle-grade 
fantasy that, like The Queen 
of France, is based on an idea 
from my daughter.   
 

The Queen of France is 
your first children’s book. 
Do you have others in 
the works? Any ideas 
bubbling on the back 
burner that you can tell 
us about?

TW: I have a number of things 
that I’ve been working on over 
the years, and I hope to have 
more picture books, possibly 
some easy readers, and a novel 
or two in the future. 
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Toni Buzzeo, MA, MLIS, is both 
an author and a career library 
media specialist. Her credits 
include eighteen picture books, 
most recently But I Read It on the 
Internet (UpstartBooks, 2013) and 
Stay Close to Mama (Hyperion, 
2012), as well as many professional 
books and articles. Visit www.
tonibuzzeo.com or e-mail Toni at 
tonibuzzeo@tonibuzzeo.com.


