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Start Art!
by | Kathy Ross King

Grades 
PK–K

Invite children to be walking art canvases from 
the moment they arrive at the library for this 
artistic storytime program. Have a face painter 

set up to put a bit of art on each child as they 
come into the room. Then, get started with these 
art-related books and activities!  

Picture Book 1
Hands by Lois Ehlert (Harcourt, 2004)
I love this book that shows how the author’s child’s 
play became her life’s work. As you read the book 
aloud, show additional books by Lois Ehlert. The 
subject matter and art from many of her books 
reflect elements of her childhood that she men-
tions in Hands. Show her garden books and the 
trims and fabric art found in books such as Market 
Day (Sandpiper, 2002) and Mole’s Hill (Sandpiper, 
1998). 

Game
“I made a collage and I glued on . . .”
Have the children sit in a circle to play this game. 
The first person says, “I made a collage and I glued 
on . . .” and names a craft item, such as ribbon. 
The second child adds a different item to the list 
after naming the first item. E.g., “I made a collage 
and I glued on a ribbon and a button.” Continue 
the game so that everyone has a turn, or as long as 
interest holds. Help and suggestions are encour-
aged at this age level. Children can also work 
together to think of craft items and remember 
them in order. 

Art Projects
“My Dad’s Tie” by Kathy Ross
Tell this story aloud (see sidebar on page 2 for 
text). As you do, use an uncut necktie and a sam-
ple of each art project as props in order to show 
children how art can be made out of anything! See 
page 3 for sample props and further instructions. 

• Storytime •

Wiggler
Dancing is art come alive! Put on some music, 
hand out scarves, fabric strips, or strips cut from a 
trash bag or a disposable plastic tablecloth (knot-
ted together). Then, dance away!

Propped Flannel Board Story
“The Cowboy Who Wasn’t Afraid of (Almost) 
Anything” by Kathy Ross 
To tell this story you will need the following 
props: 
For selected children to hold
•	 Jeans
•	 Shirt
•	 Cowboy	or	cowboy-type	hat
•	 Leather	gloves
•	 Cowboy	boots,	if	possible	(if	not,	heavy	work	

boots will do) 

For storyteller
•	 Story:	The	Cowboy	Who	Wasn’t	Afraid	of	

(Almost) Anything (see page 4)
•	 Black-line	flannel	pieces	(see	reproducible	pat-

terns on pages 5-7)



Storytime

2 • LibrarySparks • April 2012 Web Resources

•	 1,000 Artist Trading cards: Innovative and Inspired 
Mixed media ATCs	by	Patricia	Bolton.	Quarry	
Books,	2007.

Making ATCs
Discarded playing cards make the perfect base for 
children’s ATCs. Provide playing cards and a variety 
of fabric scraps and printed papers such as wrapping 
paper, newspaper, scrapbook paper, and magazines. 
These will be used to cover each side of the card. 
You might want to cover both sides of the cards 
ahead of time, depending on the skill level of your 
group.  

When	the	base	paper	has	been	adhered	to	the	
cards, provide a variety of collage materials such as 
buttons, feathers, gems, old jewelry pieces, greeting 
cards, and magazines from which to cut words and 
pictures. Hand out the white craft glue and scissors. 
You will be amazed at the wonderful variety of art 
that the children create. 

❖  ❖  ❖

Kathy Ross King, was a teacher and director for nurs-
ery school programs in Oneida, New York, for thirty 
years. She is the author of more than fifty craft books 
including the Holiday Crafts for Kids series and the 
Crafts	for	Kids	Who	are	Wild	About	series. Her craft 
projects frequently appear in Highlights magazine. 
Contact Kathy at katharineking@cox.net.

Choose a child to hold each prop (specified above) 
and have perform the motion specified in the story 
whenever the prop is mentioned. As you tell the 
story, affix the flannel board pieces as appropriate. 

Picture Book 2
The Art Lesson by Tomie dePaola (Puffin, 1997).
In this charming book, a win-win compromise 
allows both a young artist and his teachers to do 
their job.

Craft: Art Trading Cards
I love the endless opportunities for creativity pro-
vided by art trading cards (ATCs), which first 
appeared in the 90s and are intended to trade rather 
then sell. (See http://familyfun.go.com/crafts/artist-
trading-cards-1022750 and similar sites for more 
background.) It is helpful for children to see a few 
examples of art cards before they begin this activity, 
so have a few of your own made up ahead of time. 
Offline, there are several books out now showing 
examples of many artists’ ATC creations, as well as 
further information about the history of the cards. 
You can show pictures from these books, but keep in 
mind that the ATCs featured tend to be more elabo-
rate. Titles include:
•	 Artist Trading Card Workshop: Create, Collect, 

Swap	by	Bernie	Berlin	(North	Light	Books,	
2006).

My Dad’s Tie
On Saturday my Dad cleaned out his closet. He had an old necktie with a stain on it.  
He was going to throw it away, so I asked if I could have it. 
“What	on	earth	will	you	do	with	an	old	necktie?”	he	asked.
“Just	wait,	Dad.”	I	told	him.	“I	am	going	to	make	ART!”

On Sunday, I cut the wide end off the tie to make a hand puppet.
On Monday, I cut the narrow end off the tie to make a little house pin.
On Tuesday, I cut another piece from the narrow end of the tie to make a rocket ship magnet.
On Wednesday, I cut two pieces from the wide end of the tie to make a fish banner.
On Thursday, I cut a piece from the narrow end of the tie and decorated it to make a bracelet. 
On Friday, I cut a long piece from the narrow end of the tie to make a bookmark.
On Saturday, I still had a long piece of the tie left, so I cut it into pieces to make finger puppets. 

That	afternoon,	I	asked	my	Dad	if	he	had	another	old	tie	for	me.	“What	happened	to	the	 
tie	I	gave	you	last	week?”	he	asked.	I	showed	him	what	I	had	made.	He	was	amazed	to	see	how	 
much	art	could	come	from	one	old	necktie!	What	can you find at your house that inspires  
you	to	be	artistic?
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Projects for My Dad’s Tie
Before	you	begin,	note	that:
•	 when	cutting	apart	a	necktie,	the	seams	may	come	loose	in	the	back.	Use	glue	to	close	the	seam	back	up	if	this	happens.	

Tacky glue works best for this, and for all gluing in these projects.
•	 Measurements	listed	in	these	instructions	are	approximate	and	do	not	need	to	be	exact.	

Project 1: On Sunday, I cut the wide end off the tie to make a hand puppet. 
Hand Puppet
Cut an 8- to 9-inch long piece from the wide end of the tie. Cut features from felt, craft foam or paper and glue 
in place. Slip hand in through cut end.

Project 2: On Monday, I cut the narrow end off the tie to make a little house pin.
House Pin
Cut	1	½-inch	piece	from	the	thin	end	of	tie.	Use	a	strip	of	trim	to	define	roofline.	Cut	door,	windows	and	chimney	
from felt or paper and glue onto the house. Glue pin-back on back.

Project 3: On Tuesday, I cut another piece from the narrow end of the tie to make a rocket ship magnet.
Rocket Ship Magnet
Cut 3-inch piece from narrow end of the tie. Cut one end of piece into a point. Cut 3-inch pieces of metallic and 
red	trims.	Glue	the	ends	inside	the	flat	end	of	the	tie	to	make	the	rocket	look	like	it	is	blasting	off.	Use	trim	to	
decorate rocket. Press piece of sticky-back magnet on the back. 

Project 4: On Wednesday, I cut two pieces from the wide end of the tie to make a fish banner.
Fish Banner
Cut two 4-inch fish from the wide end of the tie. Cut one end in a point. Cut point from other end to form 
tail, or cut a separate tail from the necktie and attach with glue. Glue the fish ontp a felt square. Glue on wig-
gle eyes, craft gem bubbles and sand and seaweed cut from felt. Cut a strip of cardboard to glue on the back. 
Glue the end of a piece of trim at each end for a hanger. 

Project 5: On Thursday, I cut a piece from the narrow end of the tie and decorated it to make a bracelet. 
Bracelet
Cut a 7- to 8-inch piece from the thin end of the tie. Add a Velcro sticky dot to each end to close the bracelet. 
Decorate by gluing on trims and craft gems.

Project 6: On Friday, I cut a long piece from the narrow end of the tie to make a bookmark.
Bookmark
Cut an 8-inch piece from the thin end of the tie and decorate with thin ribbon and trims. Cut 5-inch 
pieces of ribbon and trim and glue the ends inside one edge of the bookmark.

Project 7: On Saturday, I still had a long piece of the tie left, so I cut it into pieces to make finger 
puppets. 
Finger Puppets
Cut the rest of the tie into 3-inch pieces. Cut heads for the puppets from felt. Add features cut from felt 
and other collage materials such as wiggle eyes, yarn, ribbon, craft gems, and pom-poms.

My Dad’s Tie
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There once was a handsome cowboy who was not afraid of anything—almost. He wasn’t afraid of riding bucking 
broncos. He wasn’t afraid of charging bulls. He wasn’t even afraid of sleeping all alone on the dark prairie. In 

fact, there was only one thing that truly frightened this cowboy, and his fear was keeping him from getting to know 
Miss	Annie,	the	prettiest	cowgirl	around.	The	cowboy	was	afraid	to	dance!

Tonight	was	the	night	of	the	big	square	dance	held	every	year	in	Ma	Gurley’s	old	barn.	How	the	cowboy	sighed	
as	he	imagined	Miss	Annie	twirling	and	skipping	to	the	music	from	Unc’s	fiddle.	Maybe	he	should	just	wander	by	
and see if he could catch a glimpse of her through the open doorway. As he sadly slouched along he became aware 
of a noise behind him. He looked around and saw that he was being followed . . . by a brand new pair of jeans! 
Though they were brand-new stiff, the jeans went wiggle, wiggle, wiggle. The brave cowboy thought this was a bit 
unusual but, he was not afraid of those jeans!

He continued walking towards the barn with the new jeans behind him going wiggle, wiggle, wiggle.

As he walked he became aware that the wiggle of the pants was joined by a new sound. He turned to see that 
the jeans were now accompanied by a brand, spanking-new flannel shirt that went swish, swish, swish. Of 
course, the brave cowboy was not afraid of an empty shirt, even one that was following him.

He continued towards the barn with the new jeans behind him going wiggle, wiggle, wiggle and the flannel 
shirt going swish, swish, swish.

Farther down the road a new sound joined the others. The brave cowboy looked behind him again, and as he 
squinted  in the fading light, he realized he was being followed not only by a new pair of jeans and a flannel shirt, 
but now a ten gallon hat had joined the peculiar parade, and the hat was going tip, tip, tip. The cowboy was still 
not afraid, though he did start to walk a bit faster.

He continued towards the barn with the new jeans behind him going wiggle, wiggle, wiggle and the flannel 
shirt going swish, swish, swish and the ten gallon hat going tip, tip, tip.

Before	the	cowboy	could	reach	the	barn	he	heard	clapping	behind	him,	and	he	knew	without	even	turning	
around that a pair of smart leather gloves had joined the parade of clothing following him. The brave cowboy was 
not afraid, and as he walked he could hear the jeans going wiggle, wiggle, wiggle and the flannel shirt going 
swish, swish, swish and the ten gallon hat going tip, tip, tip while the leather gloves went clap, clap, clap.

Finally the cowboy arrived at the barn, and just outside the door he spied a large haystack. In front of it sat a 
pair of smart new cowboy boots. The boots were going stomp, stomp, stomp in time to the fiddle music coming 
from the barn. The boots were joined by the new jeans going wiggle, wiggle, wiggle and the flannel shirt going 
swish, swish, swish and the ten gallon hat going tip, tip, tip and the leather gloves going clap, clap, clap.

The	brave	cowboy	shouted	at	the	clothing,	“What	do	you	want?”	The	clothes just continued to wiggle, swish, 
tip, clap and stomp until the brave cowboy finally understood. He ducked behind the haystack and put the parade 
of	new	clothes	on.	Without	any	effort	at	all	the	boots stomped into	the	barn	dance	and	right	on	over	to	Miss	Annie,	
taking the brave cowboy with them. The gloves started to clap	and	then	grabbed	Miss	Annie’s	hands.	As	the	boots 
continued to stomp, the pants went wiggle, wiggle, wiggle and the shirt went swish, swish, swish, and the 
hat went tip, tip, tip	as	the	brave	cowboy	and	the	noisy	clothes	whirled	Miss	Annie	around	the	barn,	dancing	up	a	
storm!	Now	the	brave	cowboy	really	wasn’t	afraid	of	anything!	

“The Cowboy Who Wasn’t Afraid of (Almost) Anything) Story 
The Cowboy Who Wasn’t Afraid of (Almost) Anything

by Kathy Ross

(Inspired by The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything	by	Linda	D.	Williams	[HarperCollins,	1988])	
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“The Cowboy Who Wasn’t Afraid of (Almost) Anything”  
Flannel Board Pieces
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