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Extension Activities
Art:
• On the back cover of Scranimals, Peter Sis
illustrates how he combined two living
things to create a distinctive new creature.
After showing students these thumbnail
drawings, instruct them to use their initials
to help them think of a name for a plant
or animal. (For example, Lee Miller might
choose to combine a lemon and a monkey.)
They are to draw both, and then blend the
two into a new creature. Like the example
on page 2, they should use a plus and
an equal sign; they should also include
the name of their new creature. These
illustrations can be displayed on a bulletin
board titled “Scranimals in the Library.”
Discussion:
• At the beginning of the story, there is an
illustration of two young travelers getting
ready for an adventure. Before getting on
their scooter, they gather supplies for their
trip: a map, an umbrella, hats, binoculars,
and a floatation device. The young man also
brings along a full backpack. After sharing
the illustration with the students, ask them
what they think the purpose is of each of
the items the travelers brought with them.
Also invite them to think of some things
that could be in the backpack. Create a list,
and then have students vote for the most
important five items on the list. Have them
explain their choices.

Reading:
Students who are fans of poetry, humor, and
wordplay may find these books interesting:
• Behold the Bold Umbrellaphant: And Other
Poems, by Jack Prelutsky. Greenwillow, 2000.
• Dogku, by Andrew Clements. Atheneum
Books for Young Readers, 2007.
• Frankenstein Makes a Sandwich, by Adam Rex.
Harcourt, 2006.
• How Are You Peeling? Foods with Moods,
by Saxton Freymann and Joost Elffers.  
Scholastic, 2004.
• It’s Raining Pigs and Noodles, by Jack Prelutsky.
Greenwillow, 2000.
• A Light in the Attic, by Shel Silverstein.
HarperCollins, 1981.
• Omnibeasts, by Douglas Florian. Harcourt
Children’s Books, 2004.
• Revolting Rhymes, by Roald Dahl. Viking
Penguin, 1982.
• The Tighty Whitey Spider: And More Wacky
Animal Poems I Totally Made Up, by Kenn
Nesbit. Sourcebooks, 2010.
• Where the Sidewalk Ends: The Poems &
Drawings, by Shel Silverstein. HarperCollins,
2004.
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Research:
Jack Prelutsky used thirty-seven different plants
and animals to create the nineteen creatures
on Scranimal Island. Both he and illustrator
Peter Sis needed to be knowledgeable about
these topics to create interesting new creatures.
Encourage students to choose a subject on the
list below and look it up in an encyclopedia.
Their research paper should include five
interesting facts, an illustration, and the name
and page number of the reference tool where this
information was found. Students may wish to
share their research with the class.
Web Resources:
A useful teacher's guide, Discover the World of
Jack Prelutsky, can be found at the HarperCollins
website at this address: http://files.harpercollins.com/
PDF/TeachingGuides/0688178200.pdf

1.

Albacore

14.

Elephant

27.

Porcupine

2.

Anaconda

15.

Gorilla

28.

Potato

3.

Anemone

16.

Hippopotamus

29.

Otter

4.

Antelope

17.

Lion

30.

Radish

5.

Avocado

18.

Mango

31.

Rhinoceros

6.

Banana

19.

Mushroom

32.

Rose

7.

Broccoli

20.

Orangutan

33.

Spinach

8.

Camel

21.

Ostrich

34.

Shark

9.

Cardinal

22.

Panda

35.

Storm Petrel

10.

Cheetah

23.

Parrot

36.

Tangerine

11.

Chicken

24.

Peach

37.

Toad

12.

Daffodil

25.

Petunia

13.

Dodo Bird  

26.

Pineapple
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1. The two young travelers visiting Scranimal Island are brave and adventurous.
Can you think of any other words that describe them?_______________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
2. What two living things combined make a Rhinorose? Do you think this is a funny
combination? Why?___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
3. Why do you think Jack Prelutsky, the poet who wrote this book, included a guide for how
to pronounce each creature’s name at the bottom of each poem?_______________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
4. Would you ever want to meet any of these creatures? Why or why not? _________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
5. What do you think would be an unusual animal and plant to combine? What would you
call it? What would it eat? Where would it live?_ ___________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
6. Would you recommend this book to another person? Think of three reasons to support
your answer. ________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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Column 1

Column 2

Atlas
(book of maps)

Compact Disc
(data storage device)

Dictionary
(word spellings, meanings, and pronunciations)

Computer
(Programmable machine)

Encyclopedia
(information about people, places, and ideas)

Smartphone
(cell phone that can take photos,
send email, surf the web, etc)

Map
(picture showing a location)
Thesaurus
(book of synonyms)

Tablet
(portable computer with touch screen)
Television
(projector of received images)

The_ ___________________________________________________ is a handy new tool.
It helps us _____________________________________________ when we are at school.
Thank goodness for the_ _________________________ . It provides us with knowledge.
By _______________________________________________ , it will be useful in college.
Here is the ______________________________________________ ; it’s a handy device.
For _ ______________________________________________________, it’s very precise.
Example:
Here is the mapputer; it’s a handy device.
For finding exact locations , it’s very precise.
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Column 1

Column 2

Atlas
(book of maps)

Compact Disc
(data storage device)

Dictionary
(word spellings, meanings, and pronunciations)

Computer
(Programmable machine)

Encyclopedia
(information about people, places, and ideas)

Smartphone
(cell phone that can take photos,
send email, surf the web, etc)

Map
(picture showing a location)
Thesaurus
(book of synonyms)

Tablet
(portable computer with touch screen)
Television
(projector of received images)

Directions: Create a new reference tool by “blending” a word or word part from each column.
It does not matter what word in which column begins the word, but one word from each
column should be used. For example, compmap and mapputer use the same words, but in a
different order.
Fill in the information below. You may use the back of the paper if necessary.
1. Name of new reference tool: _ __________________________________________________
2. Poem defining it:_____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
3. Illustration:
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N
W

Sea of Knowledge
E

S

Fiction Forest

Book Bay
Media Mountains

Study City

Text Town
Key
River

Reading River

Forest
Town
Mountains

1. What is the title of the map?___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
2. Do you think this is a real place or an imaginary place? Why?_________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
3. Where is the compass rose located on this map? What does it identify?_ ________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
4. In what body of water is Library Island located? _ __________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
5. Where is the map’s key located? What information is on the key?______________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
6. How many towns are located on this island? What are their names?____________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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Bay

Glacier

Plateau

Canyon

Gulf

Swamp

Cape

Hill

River

Cave

Lake

Volcano

Desert

Lagoon

Valley

Forest

Marsh

Waterfall  

Geyser

Mountain

Airport

Park

Bridge

Railroad

City

School/College

Camping Grounds

Town

Highway

Tunnel

Museum

Village
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Imaginary Island Instruction Card

Imaginary Island Instruction Card

Create an island located in the
Dewey Decimal Archipelago

Create an island located in the
Dewey Decimal Archipelago

This island represents:
000–009 General Works
(Encyclopedias, Reference Books)

This island represents:
100–199 Philosophy
(Psychology, Paranormal Phenomena)

Your map must include the following:
• The island’s name
• A compass rose
• A key
• Two or more natural landforms
• Two or more manmade places  

Your map must include the following:
• The island’s name
• A compass rose
• A key
• Two or more natural landforms
• Two or more manmade places  

Note: Creative details and interesting
artwork are encouraged.

Note: Creative details and interesting
artwork are encouraged.

Imaginary Island Instruction Card

Imaginary Island Instruction Card

Create an island located in the
Dewey Decimal Archipelago

Create an island located in the
Dewey Decimal Archipelago

This island represents:
200–299 Religion
(Church History, Mythology)

This island represents:
300–399 Social Sciences
(Manners, Law, Folklore)

Your map must include the following:
• The island’s name
• A compass rose
• A key
• Two or more natural landforms
• Two or more manmade places  

Your map must include the following:
• The island’s name
• A compass rose
• A key
• Two or more natural landforms
• Two or more manmade places  

Note: Creative details and interesting
artwork are encouraged.

Note: Creative details and interesting
artwork are encouraged.
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Imaginary Island Instruction Card

Imaginary Island Instruction Card

Create an island located in the
Dewey Decimal Archipelago

Create an island located in the
Dewey Decimal Archipelago

This island represents:
400–499 Language
(Dictionaries, Foreign Languages)

This island represents:
500–599 Natural Science
(Math, Chemistry, Biology)

Your map must include the following:
• The island’s name
• A compass rose
• A key
• Two or more natural landforms
• Two or more manmade places  

Your map must include the following:
• The island’s name
• A compass rose
• A key
• Two or more natural landforms
• Two or more manmade places  

Note: Creative details and interesting
artwork are encouraged.

Note: Creative details and interesting
artwork are encouraged.

Imaginary Island Instruction Card

Imaginary Island Instruction Card

Create an island located in the
Dewey Decimal Archipelago

Create an island located in the
Dewey Decimal Archipelago

This island represents:
600–699 Technology & Applied Science
(Inventions, Health)

This island represents:
700–799 Fine Arts
(Art, Music, Crafts, Sports)

Your map must include the following:
• The island’s name
• A compass rose
• A key
• Two or more natural landforms
• Two or more manmade places  

Your map must include the following:
• The island’s name
• A compass rose
• A key
• Two or more natural landforms
• Two or more manmade places  

Note: Creative details and interesting
artwork are encouraged.

Note: Creative details and interesting
artwork are encouraged.
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Imaginary Island Instruction Card

Imaginary Island Instruction Card

Create an island located in the
Dewey Decimal Archipelago

Create an island located in the
Dewey Decimal Archipelago

This island represents:
800–899 Literature
(Poetry, Plays, Short Stories)

This island represents:
900–999 History
(Geography, Biography, Travel)

Your map must include the following:
• The island’s name
• A compass rose
• A key
• Two or more natural landforms
• Two or more manmade places  

Your map must include the following:
• The island’s name
• A compass rose
• A key
• Two or more natural landforms
• Two or more manmade places  

Note: Creative details and interesting
artwork are encouraged.

Note: Creative details and interesting
artwork are encouraged.

Imaginary Island Instruction Card

Imaginary Island Instruction Card

Create an island located in the
Dewey Decimal Archipelago

Create an island located in the
Dewey Decimal Archipelago

This island represents:
Fiction Books & Authors

This island represents:
Picture Books & Illustrators

Your map must include the following:
• The island’s name
• A compass rose
• A key
• Two or more natural landforms
• Two or more manmade places  

Your map must include the following:
• The island’s name
• A compass rose
• A key
• Two or more natural landforms
• Two or more manmade places  

Note: Creative details and interesting
artwork are encouraged.

Note: Creative details and interesting
artwork are encouraged.
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