Winter Holiday Matrix
What is the
name of the
Holiday?

When is it
celebrated?

Who celebrates
this holiday?

Why do they
celebrate?

What special
things do
people do to
honor this day?

What else did
you learn?

What source(s)
did you use
to gather
information?

Winter Holiday Matrix

Sample

What is the
name of the
Holiday?

Christmas

St. Lucia Day

Kwanzaa

When is it
celebrated?

December 25

December 13

Late October to
early November
(lunar calendar)

Christians around
the world

Swedish
people and others

Hindu people

The birth of Christ

Reminder to bring
hope and light to
long winter days

To honor gods and
to bring prosperity

What special
things do
people do to
honor this day?

• Decorate
• Go to church
• Give presents

Procession with
eldest daughter,
who wears crown
of candles; boys
singing

Procession with
eldest daughter,
who wears crown
of candles; boys
singing

What else did
you learn?

• What the colors
red and green
represent
• Christmas trees
symbolize life

Each town elects
its own St. Lucia

Gambling is
encouraged to
bring luck to the
new year, and the
girl always wins!

What source(s)
did you use
to gather
information?

Britannica.com

Britannica.com

Britannica.com

Who celebrates
this holiday?

Why do they
celebrate?

Diwali is the Festiv
al of Lights
That lasts for ﬁve
fantastic nights.
Colorful chalk desig
ns on ﬂoor
And jasmine garla
nds around the do

or.

People dressing fa
ncily
Go to the temple
with family.
To celebr ate victor
y of light over dark
Firewor ks burst in
cities and park s.
Happy Diwali to yo

u!

g
n
i
l
r
a
D
a
e
v
Ha
i!
l
a
w
i
D
Winter Holiday Research
Greeting Card Rubric—6 Points
My card includes:
 The name of my holiday
 Colorful images that represent the holiday
 Creative poem, saying, or paragraph
 Three or more specific facts about the holiday
 My original writing
 Correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation

