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Please Pass the 
Books! 

Keep ’em Reading    

Grades 
K–2, 3–5

What Is a Fiction Book Pass?
A fiction book pass can be a great way for librar-
ians to showcase new fiction for students. During 
a book pass, students spend several minutes look-
ing at and sampling various books that you place 
at their tables during library period. When time is 
called (about five minutes per book), the students 
jot down the title of the book they are viewing and 
any comments (or ratings) onto their Book Pass 
Log (see below). Students then select another book 
and repeat the procedure.

In essence, a fiction book pass allows students 
to get a taste of many different books in a short 
amount of time. It spices up the usual book selec-
tion process, gives students more options than they 
might normally permit themselves, and provides 
you with an opportunity to encourage specific 
titles. At the end of the class time, students have 
looked at and dipped into three to four books. 
They are then given the opportunity to check out 
at least one that piqued their interest. 

Planning and Set-up
Timing
The best time to hold a fiction book pass is when 
a new shipment of fiction arrives. It’s the perfect 
moment to share your excitement and enthusiasm 
for the fresh additions to your collection. 

In Advance
• Before the book pass starts, make one copy 

per student of the reproducible Book Pass Log 
at www.librarysparks.com. Consider making 
the copies double-sided so that the students 
can use the same sheet for several book passes 
throughout the year. The Book Pass Log serves 
as a good record. Students can keep track of 
books they have looked at, and refer back to 
titles that they listed on a previous book pass 
day but did not check out.

by | Susan Couture

• Place five chairs at each table. On each table 
place eight or nine books to give students a 
good selection.

Directions for Students
The first time you do a fiction book pass with a 
class, an explanation of the process will be neces-
sary. (Of course, each time you hold a book pass 
you will briefly provide the same directions.) This 
is what I usually tell my students:

“We are not doing skills work today—we are 
going to read! Today is a Fiction Book Pass day. We 
will be looking at some new fiction books that we 
just received. On your table, you will see some of 
these books. When I call time to begin, you will 
take one book to investigate. 

First, read the title and author’s name and look 
at the front cover. Then, look for a book blurb. 
Sometimes this is on the back cover, and some-
times it is on the dust jacket or flaps. Read that and 
it will tell you about the story.

Next, turn to the first chapter and begin read-
ing. If you find it interesting, keep reading until I 
call time. If it just doesn’t capture your interest at 
this point, turn to any place in the middle of the 
story and start reading. 

Sharing Reading Excitement 
with a Fiction Book Pass
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When I call time, you will stop reading. Then 
on your Book Pass Log in the proper box [hand 
out Book Pass Logs], you will write the title and 
author’s last name. There is also a box for com-
ments and ratings.”

As I give these directions, I model where to 
find the information that I am talking about. I indi-
cate where the book blurb is—either on the back 
cover or inside the front cover. I point to the boxes 
on the paper. I tell them the title and author of the 
book I am holding in my hand.

Student Ratings/Comments
I also discuss my book rating system. I use five 
stars as the highest mark and one as the lowest, but 
you might want to devise your own rating system, 
such as a smiley/neutral/sad face, or an up/neutral/
down thumb.

Provide suggestions for what they might write 
as comments, such as Really good; I want to read it; 
Love it; Could be interesting; Not for me; Not inter-
ested.

Students may also want to make a note about 
whether or not this is a book they want to check 
out of the library, either on that day or another 
day. During the book pass, there is usually a buzz 
around the Media Center as the students look at 
some of the new books—they often want to show 
friends at different tables a title from their own.

Completing the Book Pass
I usually allow about five or six minutes per book, 
and then I call “Time!” When I see that most stu-
dents have completed writing, I call for another 
book selection, and begin timing for the next 
book.

Once my fourth and fifth graders learn the 
routine, they often dive right into the next book 
without being asked. Sometimes I will simply tell 
them, “Do three or four books in today’s activ-
ity before you go to check out books or go to the 
computer.” This allows them more self direction 
and control over how long they want to have with 
each book. I do check to be sure that they are 
recording titles, authors, comments, and ratings. 
At the end of the class, I collect the logs and keep 
them in the library for the next book pass.

Book Variety
After doing your first book pass, you might want 
to try a little variety. Sometimes I place different-
colored papers in the center of each table. When 
the students have completed one table, I will tell 
them: “Blue table travel to red, red table travel to 
green,” and so on. Sometimes I number the tables 
and use the same concept (“Three travel to five,” 
etc.). 

After we have done the book pass a couple of 
times, students sometimes ask if they can go look 
at another table to find a book. I also keep a few 
extra books on a side table that they can go to for 
even more variety.
   
Other Types of Passes
Here are some other variations of fiction book 
passes that you might want to try with your  
students.
•	 Newbery	Study
 This is a fun and different way to introduce 

Newbery Award-winners and Honor Books to 
your students. It’s an especially good activity 
for upper-elementary students. Gather together 
your award- and honor-winners and distribute 
them among the tables. Explain to students 
that these books are award-winning books, 
some of which have been named the best 
books of the year. 

  Students will look at the books on the 
table individually, and then quietly discuss the 
titles. They may also choose to report on these 
books to their classmates.

•	 Genre	Study
 A good way to help students discover different 

fiction genres is to prepare books for a special 
book pass. Select books from genres that are 
fairly different from each other (e.g., histori-
cal fiction and sports fiction), and arrange the 
books by their genres on tables. Students at 
each table will follow typical book pass proce-
dure, but the LMS will say, “These books are a 
special kind of fiction. Look at titles and read 
the book blurbs. See if you can figure out what 
type of fiction book you are holding.”

  When all the table mates are done reading, 
they will discuss quietly together what kind of 
fiction book they think each holds in his or her 
hands. They will write down titles and com-
ments. When all tables are finished, the groups 
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will report to the rest of the class what genre 
of fiction they have on their tables, and which 
titles look especially appealing.

•	 Characters	and	Setting
 Another book pass that works well with third 

graders is a Characters and Setting book pass. 
Assemble a collection of picture books and 
place them on the tables. Students will read 
the blurbs of one or two books and look 
inside them to see if they can figure out who 
the characters are and what the setting is. 
They will then write down their assumptions 
about the characters and setting in the com-
ment section of their Book Pass Logs.  You 
can also ask each table to quietly discuss the 
characters and setting from each of the books 
that they have looked at. This activity pro-
vides a great review of the terms, and allows 
students to use them in context while think-
ing about what sorts of characters and settings 
appeal to them as readers.

There are many reasons to try a fiction book pass 
with your students, and many reasons that they’ll 
enjoy the activity. (At the very least, my students 
love book pass days because they think they aren’t 

working!) Circulation increases, and students walk 
away from the media center with books that they 
probably would have not seen during regular book 
selection time. The Book Pass Logs can be used 
throughout the year to provide students with a 
list of books that they themselves looked at and 
approved. It’s a wonderful way to get students 
reading, looking at, and thinking about a variety of 
fiction in a whole new light! 

❖ ❖ ❖

Susan Couture works in the Sullivan West School 
District (Jefferson, New York) and has over thirty 
years experience as a SLMS. She also served as a 
children’s librarian at the public library and taught 
graduate courses to teachers becoming librarians. 
Visit her blog at organizedlibrarian.blogspot.com or 
e-mail her at shadylanewriter@yahoo.com.
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Name: _____________________________  Grade/Teacher ____________________________

Title Comment Rating Do I want to read it?

Book Pass Log
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