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Activities
•	 Invite	a	banker	to	come	in	during	story-time	

and	share	a	little	about	his	or	her	career.
•	 Conduct	a	card	catalog	search	on	books	

about	money	and	sort	them	into	categories	
such	as	fiction,	non-fiction,	and	reference.

•	 Take	a	field	trip	to	a	local	bank	or	credit	
union.	Make	a	Venn	Diagram	comparing	and	
contrasting	the	difference	between	a	bank	
and	a	credit	union.

•	 In	groups,	come	up	with	a	poem	or	song	
entitled,	“Reading	Pays!”

•	 With	a	partner,	think	about	“If	a	story	is	
worth	its	number	of	characters	in	gold	
pieces,	I’d	read	________”	Pairs	should	com-
pete	to	come	up	with	a	story/book	with	the	
most	characters.	Start	with	a	hint	like	Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs.

•	 Conduct	a	web	quest	on	the	U.S.	mint.	as	
shown	on	pages	5–6.

•	 Ask	students	to	bring	in	the	oldest	penny	
they	can	find	and	make	a	timeline	with	the	
coins.	Then,	using	an	almanac,	find	one	
important	event	that	happened	for	each	year	
represented.	Use	long	chart	paper	to	illus-
trate.	Display	in	hallway.

Reading Pays! Reading 
Incentive Party

What	better	way	than	money	to	motivate	stu-
dents	to	read?		This	month-long	incentive	is	
fun	anytime,	but	works	especially	well	during	
February	because	of	President’s	Day.		

Objective:	To	get	kids	reading!

Incentive Summary
Money	is	probably	the	world’s	greatest	motivating	
factor,	even	for	kids.	With	that	in	mind,	incorpo-
rate	a	“Reading	Pays”	month	into	the	curriculum.	
After	students	have	“invested”	their	time	in	read-
ing,	they	“earn”	their	money	and	get	paid	“divi-
dends”	by	receiving	invitations	to	a	party.	

Bulletin Board
Here’s	a	sample	of	our	“Reading	Pays”	bulletin	
board.	Get	creative!	We	had	fun	using	monopoly	
money	and	book	covers.	

by | Carol Thompson

Reading Pays! Reading 
Incentive • Keep ’em Reading •

Grades 
K–2,3–5
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•	 Campaign	and	elect	one	new	person	to	put	

on	American	currency.	Work	in	teams	to	
draw	new	pictures	of	coins	and	bills.	Teams	
must	justify	why	they	chose	that	person.	
(They	can	use	biographies	or	reference	sec-
tion.	This	person	can	be	real	or	fictional.	
Past	examples	have	included	Rambo,	Martin	
Luther	King,	Babe	Ruth,	and	even	Santa	
Claus!)

•	 Conduct	a	2-week	coin	drive	to	raise	funds	
for	books.	Allow	students	to	do	the	ordering	
after	money	is	collected.	What	books	will	
they	choose	for	their	collection?	

•	 Research	Fort	Knox.	Use	a	Smart	Board	to	
take	a	virtual	trip.

•	 Using	an	almanac,	have	students	locate	the	
top	grossing	book	sales	for	the	year.	Let	them	
take	the	data	to	math	class	to	discover	the	
mean,	median,	mode,	and	other	information	
based	on	current	objectives.	

•	 Watch	a	video	on	how	the	U.S.	Treasury	
makes	and	circulates	money.

Reference Questions
Reference	questions	can	be	used	in	many	ways.	
One	way	is	to	broadcast	a	question	of	the	day	
on	the	school	intercom.	Students	can	conduct	
research	and	turn	in	their	answers	to	the	media	
center	for	prize	drawings.	Students	should	docu-
ment	where	they	found	the	answer.	Another	
option	is	to	display	a	grade-appropriate	question	
during	library	time,	and	teach	students	how	to	
find	answers.	Use	your	imagination	with	these.	
They	are	a	great	way	to	demonstrate	the	impor-
tance	of	the	library	reference	section.	Here	are	
some	suggested	questions:
•	 Whose	face	in	on	the	$1.00	bill?		

(George	Washington)
•	 Whose	face	is	on	the	$2.00	bill?		

(Thomas	Jefferson)
•	 Whose	face	is	on	the	$5.00	bill?		

(Abraham	Lincoln)
•	 Whose	face	is	on	the	$10.00	bill?		

(Alexander	Hamilton)
•	 Whose	face	is	on	the	$20.00	bill?		

(Andrew	Jackson)
•	 Whose	face	is	on	the	$50.00	bill?		

(Ulysses	S.	Grant)

•	 Whose	face	is	on	the	$10.00	bill?		
(Benjamin	Franklin)

•	 Whose	face	is	on	the	penny?		
(Abraham	Lincoln)

•	 Whose	face	is	on	the	nickel?		
(Thomas	Jefferson)

•	 Whose	face	is	on	the	dime?	
(Franklin	Roosevelt)

•	 Whose	face	is	on	the	quarter?		
(George	Washington)

•	 Whose	face	is	on	the	half	dollar?		
(John	F.	Kennedy)

•	 Who	is	the	only	female	portrayed	on	U.S.	
currency?	(Sacagawea)

•	 What	is	another	name	for	fake	(as	in	
money)?	(counterfeit)

•	 What	is	another	term	for	money?	(currency)
•	 What	is	the	place	called	where	coins	are		

produced?	(Mint)
•	 What	is	the	government	agency	that	prints	

money?	(Treasury)

Money Jokes
Jokes	are	another	good	way	to	promote	what	
is	happening	in	the	media	center.	It	gets	kids	
involved	and	curious.	Morning	announcements	
are	an	opportune	time	to	reach	out	to	the	whole	
student	population.	Promotional	advertisements	
are	always	a	good	idea.
•	 What	do	you	get	when	you	cross	a	woman	

on	a	broom	with	a	millionaire?		
(a	very	witch	person)

•	 Why	is	money	called	dough?		
(because	we	all	knead	it)

•	 What	is	the	fastest	way	of	doubling	your	
money?	(fold	it	in	half)

•	 What	do	you	call	a	man	with	a	lot	of	money?	
(Bill)

•	 What	money	do	you	use	under	the	sea?	
(sand	dollars)

•	 How	much	money	does	a	skunk	have?		
(one	scent)

•	 Where	do	penguins	keep	their	money?		
(in	a	snow	bank)

•	 Where	do	frogs	borrow	money?		
(from	the	river	bank)

•	 Why	did	the	farmer	bury	his	money?		
(he	thought	it	would	make	his	soil	richer)

Keep ’em Reading



Keep ’em Reading

February 2009 Web Resources • LibrarySparks • �

$

•	 What	did	the	penny	say	to	the	$100	bill?	
(you’re	worth	a	lot	of	money,	but	you	make	
no	cents!)

•	 Why	did	the	boy	swallow	three	dollar	bills?	
(because	it	was	his	lunch	money)

Books
•	 Alexander, Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday	by	

Judith	Viorst.	Aladdin	Paperbacks,	1980.
•	 Arthur’s TV Trouble	by	Marc	Brown.	Little,	

Brown	and	Company,	1997.
•	 Blackberry Booties	by	Tricia	Gardella.	Orchard	

Books,	2000.
•	 Boom Town	by	Sonia	Levitin.	Orchard	Books,	

1998.
•	 Bunny Money	by	Rosemary	Wells.	Turtleback,	

2002.
•	 Count Your Money with the Polk Street School	

(Polk	Street	Special)	by	Patricial	Reilly		
Giff.	Yearling,	1994.

•	 Cowries, Coins, Credit: The History of Money	
(My	Money)	by	Gerry	Bailey	and	Felicia		
Law.	Compass	Point	Books,	2006.	

•	 Dollars	(Welcome	Books)	by	Mary	Hill.	
Children’s	Press,	2005.

•	 How the Second Grade Got $8,205.50 to Visit 
the Statue of Liberty	by	Nathan	Zimelman.		
Albert	Whitman	&	Company,	1992.

•	 It’s Not Funny, I’ve Lost my Money!	by	Melody	
Carlson.	Crossway	Books,	2000.

•	 Money (DK	Eyewitness	Books)	by	Joe	Cribb	
and	Laura	Buller.	DK	Children,	2005.	

•	 Money Hungry	by	Sharon	Flake.	Jump	at	the	
Sun,	2007.

•	 Money Magic Tricks	(Giggle	Fit)	by	Bob	Lone.	
Sterling,	2001.

•	 Money, Money, Honey Bunny (Bright	&	Early	
Books)	by	Marilyn	Sadler	and	Roger		 Bollen.	
Random	House,	2006.

•	 Pigs Will Be Pigs: Fun with Math and Money	
(Aladdin	Picture	Books)	by	Amy	Axelrod.		
Aladdin,	1997.

•	 Sam & the Lucky Money	by	Karen	Chinn.	Lee	
&	Low	Books,	1997.

•	 The Story of Money	by	Betsy	Maestro.	Harper	
Trophy,	1995.

•	 The Tortilla Factory	by	Gary	Paulsen.	Voyager	
Picture	Books,	1995.

•	 Willimena and the Cookie Money	by	Valerie	
Wilson	Wesley.	Jump	At	The	Sun,	2001.

Related Web sites
•	 United	States	Mint	Process	www.usmint.gov/

kids
•	 Brain	Pop	(some	activities	are	by	registration/

fee	only)	www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/eco-
nomics/money/

•	 www.rblewis.net/technology?EDU506/WebQuets/
mo_money/mo-money.html

• http://www.usm.edu/english/fairytales/jack/k.htm	
(“Jack	and	the	Bank	Stalk”	is	a	lesson	plan	
that	I	found	on	the	web	concerning	the	func-
tions	of	a	bank.)	

•	 www.yahooligans.com
• www.kidsbank.com		(a	great	site	for	younger	

kids)
•	 www.younginvestor.com

Cafeteria Menu
When	the	whole	school	participates	in	an	event,	it	
signals	to	students	that	the	event	must	be	impor-
tant.	Even	the	lunchroom	can	spread	a	positive	
atmosphere	about	a	theme.		Here	are	some	sug-
gestions:
•	 Penny	Pasta
•	 Money	Honey	biscuits		
•	 “Quarter”	lb.	cheeseburgers
•	 “Po-Boy”	Sandwiches
•	 “Rich”	chocolate	brownies
•	 Million	dollar	Meat	Loaf
•	 Silver	dollar	Steaks	
•	 Paycheck	Pizza
•	 Nickel	Nuggets
•	 Dime	Doughnuts
•	 “Broke”	biscuits
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•	 “Lett-uce”	get	some	more	money	(salad	bar)
•	 Banker’s	Bologna	Sandwiches
•	 U.S.	Mint	mints

Student Record
For	every	incentive	there	should	be	a	record	
keeping	tool	for	motivation	and	to	keep	orga-
nized.	A	record	keeper	helps	students	track	their	
progress,	and	it	also	helps	the	media	specialist	
record	received	invitations.	For	students	to	earn	
an	invitation	to	this	particular	party,	students	
must	earn	$9.99	(which	corresponds	to	the	high-
est	Dewey	classification)	by	reading.	The	amount	
of	money	can	be	changed	to	accommodate	dif-
ferent	grade	levels	or	individual	needs.	Each	stu-
dent	is	given	a	“Piggy	Bank”	(see	page	7).	They	
can	earn	money	by	reading	appropriate	books.	
For	example,	they	can	earn	a	penny	by	reading	a	
magazine	article.	They	can	earn	up	to	$5.00	for	
reading	a	biography	about	one	of	the	presidents	
on	any	currency.	Either	play	money	or	clip-art	
money	copied	on	construction	paper	can	be	used	
to	staple	to	the	piggy	bank	once	they	earn	it	(or	
see	page	8	for	template).	The	media	specialist	
should	keep	the	money	and	“pay	out”	only	when	
the	student	can	document	their	reading.	When	
the	student	earns	$9.99	or	more,	they	are	invited	
to	the	Reading	Pays!	Party	(see	piggy	bank	record/
explanation	display).

Party Food and Decorations
•	Green	punch	
•	Large	Sheet	Cake	Decorated	Like	a	Million	

Dollar	Bill	with	a	Picture	of	the	Media	Specialist	
in	the	Middle	of	the	Currency	(Use	attached	
Clip	Art	and	insert	digital	picture	of	media	spe-
cialist,	then	take	to	bakery	that	does	airbrush-
ing).		This	is	a	very	inexpensive	treat.	[See	mil-
lion	dollar	cake]

•	Individually	wrapped	coin	chocolates	(found	at	
party	supply	stores)

Reading Pays! Incentive Party
There	are	several	options	for	this	party	theme	
depending	on	your	funds	and	time.	For	an	inex-
pensive	incentive,	coordinate	your	book	fair	at	the	
time	of	this	unit.	Give	out	“book	fair	bucks”	for	
prizes.	Students	can	spend	their	money	on	books.	
Another	idea	is	to	rent	a	wind	blowing	money	
machine	from	a	party	supply	store.	If	appropriate,	
real	money	can	be	used.	If	not,	use	play	money	
and	let	students	use	their	money	to	buy	other	
pre-selected	items.	Whatever	the	cost,	the	payout	
will	be	rewarding.	The	movie	“Richie	Rich”	is	
another	incentive	to	culminate	the	money	month.

E E E

Carol Thompson a media specialist in Rockmart, 
Georgia shares her passion for literacy with her stu-
dents and community at the same elementary school 
that she attended. The author of four books from the 
Mr. Wiggle series and countless magazine articles, 
Carol strives to make reading fun. Please feel free to 
e-mail her at cdthomp@bellsouth.net.	



After exploring the website for 10 minutes (set your timer), begin 
completing your webquest. Remember the Internet Etiquette rules! 

Stay on the following website:

www.usmint.gov/kids/

1.	 What	animal	is	depicted	on	the	three	upcoming	coins	for	the	2008	special	editions?	(half	dollar	coin,	
one	dollar	coin,	and	$5.00	coin)

2.	 Using	the	timeline,	what	was	“Lady	Liberty”	wearing	on	the	one	cent	piece?

3.	 Believe	it	or	not,	President	G.	Washington	was	not	the	first	person	to	appear	on	a	coin.	Who	was?

4.	 Who	was	the	first	African	American	to	be	featured	on	a	U.S.	coin?

5.	 What	is	the	life	expectancy	of	a	circulating	coin?	(how	long	does	it	normally	last?)

6.	 How	long	does	a	paper	bill	normally	last?

7.	 The	Indian	head	that	you	see	on	the	Buffalo	nickels	actually	was	a	combination	of	3	different	Native	
Americans.	Who	were	they	and	from	what	tribe?

8.	 What	is	a	mint?	(as	it	relates	to	money)

9.	 Where	are	the	4	mints	located?

10.	Who	authorizes	the	creation	of	a	new	coin?

11.	On	the	game	page,	choose	your	favorite	state	coin.	Paint	and	print.	Staple	to	this	webquest	before	you	
turn	in.

12.	Using	the	“Exchange-o-Meter”,	find	out	how	much	$100.00	American	is	worth	in		
Japanese	Yen.

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $
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