Fifty Cents and a Dream: Young Booker T. Washington

Spell-it

BOOK REVIEW ACTIVITY SCRIPT

A E D L M N R
1.

Booker T. Washington was born in Virginia in 1856.
This is a true statement. Use four of the letters to
make a word that means the same thing as true.

2. Add one letter and rearrange the order to make a
five-letter word that tells what Booker T. Washington’s
favorite thing was to do when he was a boy.
3. Remove one letter to create a word that tells what
Booker T. Washington had to do so he could travel
from West Virginia to the Hampton Institute.
(Hint: He had to ______ money.)
4. Remove the N and replace it with a D. Now rearrange
the letters to form a four-letter word that tells what
slaves were NOT allowed to learn to do before the
Civil War.
5. Now add an M and create a five-letter word that tells
what it was that helped Booker T. Washington achieve
his goal. (Hint: He followed his _________.)
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ANSWER KEY

BOOK REVIEW ACTIVITY SCRIPT

A E D L M N R
1.

Booker T. Washington was born in Virginia in 1856. This is a true statement.
Use four of the letters to make a word that means the same thing as true.

R E A L
2.

Add one letter and rearrange the order to make a five-letter word that tells
what Booker T. Washington’s favorite thing was to do when he was a boy.

L E A R N
3.

Remove one letter to create a word that tells what Booker T. Washington
had to do so he could travel from West Virginia to the Hampton Institute.
(Hint: He had to ______ money.)

E A R N
4.

Remove the N and replace it with a D. Now rearrange the letters to form
a four-letter word that tells what slaves were NOT allowed to learn to do
before the Civil War.

			
5.

R E A D

Now add an M and create a five-letter word that tells what it was that
helped Booker T. Washington achieve his goal. (Hint: He followed his
_________.)

D R E A M
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A an Apple. B a Bird.
What do you think these two
things symbolized in the story?

1.
2.
3.

1.
2.
3.
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Economic Concepts
VOCABULARY CHALLENGE

Booker T. Washington dreamed of getting an
education. To be successful he needed to make
good choices, work hard, and save for the future.
Having knowledge of economic concepts is
valuable when striving to achieve a goal.

Economic
Concept

Human Resources
(matches with a 7-word definition)

Bartering
(matches with a 9-word definition)

Capital Resources
(matches with a 12-word definition)

Consumer
(matches with a 8-word definition)

Goods
(matches with a 10-word definition)

Money
(matches with a 9-word definition)

Natural Resources
(matches with a 6-word definition)

Opportunity Cost
(matches with a 13-word definition)

Producer
(matches with a 12-word definition)

Savings
(matches with a 2-sentence
definition)

Services
(matches with a 7-word definition)

Specialization
(matches with a 12-word definition)

Wants
(matches with a 15-word definition)

Your goal is to match an economic concept with the correct
definition. You are to find the person who has the matching
half to your card as quickly as possible. The hints provided
will help you make sure your match is correct. Be prepared
to share your concept and definition with the class.

Definition

People working to produce goods and services
(Matches with 2-word concept; the first word has 5 letters)
Exchanging goods and services without the use of money
(matches with a 9-letter word)
Goods made by people and used to produce other goods
and services (matches with a 2-word concept; the second
word has 9 letters)
Person who uses or buys goods and services
(matches with an 8-letter word)
Things people make or use to satisfy needs and wants
(matches with a 5-letter word)
Anything commonly accepted in exchange for goods
and services (matches with a 5-letter word)
Materials that come directly from nature
(matches with a 2-word concept; the first word has 7 letters)
The next best choice, one that is given up when a decision
is made (matches with a 2-word concept; the second word
has 4 letters)
A person who uses resources to make goods and/or provide
services (matches with an 8-letter word)
Money not spent now so it can be spent in the future. People
save to buy something later when they have enough money.
(matches with a 7-letter word)
Activities that satisfy people’s needs and wants (matches with
an 8-letter word)
A focus on the production of selected kinds of goods and
services (matches with a 14-letter word)
Things people would like to have; includes basic needs such
as food, clothing, and shelter (matches with a 5-letter word)
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ART

Brian Collier illustrates his books using collage, an artistic composition created by
combining miscellaneous materials together on a canvas. Give students scrap paper,
old magazines, scissors, and glue, and encourage them to create a collage of their own
depicting a scene from a favorite book.

GEOGRAPHY

In 1872, young Booker T. Washington walked 500 miles from Malden, West Virginia, to
Hampton, Virginia. Display a map of the United States and have the students decide
what route he could have taken and what geographical obstacles he may have faced.

Quotations

READING

Booker T. Washington is known for his wisdom, work ethic, and amicable nature. Share
the following quotations with the students and discuss their possible meaning:
1.

“Associate yourself with people of good quality, for it is better to be alone than in
bad company.“

2.

“Character is power.“

3.

“Excellence is to do a common thing in an uncommon way.”

4.

“I shall allow no man to belittle my soul by making me hate him.”

5.

“If you can’t read, it’s going to be hard to realize dreams.”

6.

“If you want to lift yourself up, lift up someone else.”

7.

“Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in
life as by the obstacles which he has overcome.“

8.

“There are two ways of exerting one’s strength: one is pushing down, the other is
pulling up.”

9.

“We should not permit our grievances to overshadow our opportunities.”

10.

“You can’t hold a man down without staying down with him.”

Students who find picture books about interesting people from the past may
enjoy these titles:
•

Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, Slave, written by Laban Carrick Hill and illustrated
by Bryan Collier. Little, Brown, 2010.

•

Harvesting Hope: The Story of Cesar Chavez, written by Kathleen Krull and
illustrated by Yuyi Morales. Harcourt, 2003.

•

Henry’s Freedom Box: A True Story from the Underground Railroad,
written by Ellen Levine and illustrated by Kadir Nelson. Scholastic, 2007.

•

Martin’s Big Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., written by
Doreen Rappaport and illustrated by Bryan Collier. Hyperion, 2001.

•

Rosa, written by Nikki Giovanni and illustrated by Bryan Collier.
Square Fish, 2008.

