
Ghastly Professions

1. Anita Sale: Real Estate Agent
2. Les and Diane Hope: Professors
3. Cliff Hanger: Newspaper Editor
4. E. Gadds: Attorney 
5. Frank N. Beans: Private Investigator 

1) Bricklayer is to building houses as _________________ is to providing information. 

2) Medicine is to doctor as law is to _________________________________________________.

3) Teachers are to grading papers as ___________________________ are to taking tests.

4) Girl Scout is to cookies as ___________________________________________ is to houses.

5) Talent agent is to entertainers as __________________________________ is to writers. 

6)	 Rake	is	to	gardener	as	fingerprint	kit	is	to	______________________________________.

7) Hairdressers are to washing hair as _____________________ are to giving lectures.

8) Judge is to courtroom as _____________________________________ is to supermarket. 

9) Blueprint is to architect as recipe is to __________________________________________.

10) Tool chest is to mechanic as printing press is to ________________________________.

Extra Credit: Choose one of the characters listed above and explain what is unusual 
about his or her name. Do you think what she does or where she lives might have 
something to do with her name? Draw a picture of what you think the character 
might look like.

Olive C. Spence, Seymour Hope, and 
Ignatius B. Grumply reside in a mansion 
located in the small town of Ghastly, 
Illinois. The people they interact with have 
unusual names but common professions.

Directions:	Think	about	how	the	first	pair	
of	words	is	related.	Then	fill	in	the	blank	
with a profession (in bold) from the list 
below to complete the analogy. 

Professions:

Analogy: A comparison of two things based on their similarities. 
Example: Book is to read as food is to eat. 

6. Kay Daver:  Grocer 
7. M. Balm: Librarian
8. Paige Turner: Book Publisher
9. Shirley U. Jest: Restaurant Chef
10. Paul Bearer and Sammy Tarry: Students
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Answer Key

Librarian

Professors

Grocer

Restaurant Chef

Newspaper Editor

Students

Book Publisher

Private Investigator

Real Estate Agent

Attorney



Old-Fashioned  
Letter Writing

The characters in the 43 Old Cemetery Road 
series communicate with each other by 
writing notes and letters. The letter below 

is	an	example	of	what	a	fan	letter	to	the	fictional	
writer might look like. 

Ignatius B. Grumply
43 Old Cemetery Road
Ghastly, Illinois

1 1 1 Any Avenue
Somewhere, USA
April, 1 2014

Dear I.B. Grumply, 

Thank you for writing such interesting and informative 
books. Your characters seem so real and the mysteries 
that they solve are fascinating. I can hardly wait until 
your next book is published. Keep up the good work. 

       Your faithful fan, 
        Reed Daily

Body

Salutation

Inside Address

Heading

Closing
Signature



A Fun Fan Letter
Directions: Fill in the words in the list below 
before you read the letter on the next page.  
Choose a word for each part of speech or clue. 
Use	these	words	to	fill	in	the	blanks	in	the	letter.	
Then read the story. Rate the story using the 
choices below the letter. Be prepared to read your 
letter to the class.  

Example: 
Today I read a(n) ____________ story in a(n) _______________  about a(n)_________________.
                       

When the word choices are made, the sentence might look like this:
      Today I read a preposterous story in a thesaurus about an elephant. 

Adjective (describing word) Noun – a type of book Noun (person, place, or thing)

Word Choice List
1) Date [Month/Day/Year]: ______________________

2) Adjective (word that describes something): ______________________

3) Verb (action word ending in “ing”): ______________________

4) A number: ______________________

5) Adjective (word that describes something): ______________________

6) A unit of time (plural): ______________________

7) Title of a favorite book: ______________________

8) A noun: ______________________

9) Plural noun:______________________

10) Letter closing: ______________________



A Fun Fan Letter

Stuart Dent
100 Book Street
Reading, Illinois

222 Somewhere Street
Pretend Place, USA
_____________

Dear Stu, 

Today I read a(n) ______________________  book and I would like 

to share it with you. It’s about a family who enjoyed _____________ 

and did most of their communication by writing notes and letters to 

each other.  Some days as many as ___________ messages would be 

exchanged. This _____________________ story was so interesting 

I read it in just _____________. I think this book is as interesting as 

“____________________________” and I wish they would make a 

___________ based on the characters and plot. Please write back and 

let me know if you have read any interesting _____________   lately.

       ____________________, 

             N. Joy Reading
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Rate this completed letter.
How would you best describe this letter? 
___ Funny
___ Serious
___ Nonsensical 
___ Other: _______________



Acronyms & Backronyms
Background Information: Book 2 in the 43 Old Cemetery Road series by Kate 
Klise finds a government official doing his best to control what people read. The 
International Movement for the Safety and Protection Of Our Kids and Youth, or 
IMSPOOKY, is relentless in its goal and plans to organize book burnings across the 
nation. Could the acronym for this agency be descriptive of its misguided director, 
Dick Tater? He may have chosen the words of his organization’s name to fit the letters. 
If so, then IMSPOOKY is a backronym. 

What if other local, state, or federal government agencies wanted to name their 
organizations? For example, BLAST could stand for the Bureau for Listing All  
Student Testing.

Definitions:
 acronym—a word formed from the first letters of the words in a phrase
 backronym—similar to an acronym, but with the words chosen to fit  
    specific letters

Some acronyms for government organizations include: 
	 •	 DOT—Department	of	Transportation
	 •	 NATO—North	Atlantic	Treaty	Organization
	 •	 NOAA—National	Oceanic	and	Atmospheric	Administration	
	 •	 WHO—World	Health	Organization

Pretend you are naming a new government agency, and create a backronym for one 
of the words listed below. Your choices may be descriptive or humorous but not 
disrespectful or negative. You may use a dictionary and/or thesaurus as a reference 
tool. Be prepared to share your ideas with the class. 

BRILLIANT  
DECENT 
ESSENTIAL
FAST   
FIRM   
GREAT 
HONEST 

IMPORTANT
INFERIOR  
LOYAL 
PERFECT 
POLITE 
SINCERE 
TOTAL 

TRIVIAL  
TRUST  
VITAL
Your choice  
(with permission)



Extension Activities
The residents of 43 Old Cemetery Road are fans of sending 
letters. In fact, that’s how they communicate with their admirers. 
Design a postage stamp that Seymour Hope would be happy to 

place on the envelopes he uses to send out the next chapters of the book 
he, Ignatius, and Olive are writing. This stamp might celebrate books, 
honor authors, or focus on old Victorian houses. 

Invite the students to write an acrostic poem based on one of the characters 
found in the 43 Old Cemetery Road series. In this type of poem, each line 
gives information about the featured character, and the first letters of each 

line are lined up vertically to spell the character’s name. Some interesting character 
names include Cliff Hanger, Dick Tater, Izzy Dedyet, Miles Smyle, Fay Tality, Ivana 
Oscar, Kanine Breth, Myra Manes, Paige Turner, Sue Perstishus, Weston Peece, and 
Wynonna “Wy” Fye.

 Example: 
  Lacking any
  Emotion for 
  Seymour his son,  

  He was finally  
  Outsmarted by a ghost who was a better
  Parent than
  Everyone else.

A bookmobile plays an important part in Seymour’s escape plans in Book 
Two, 43 Old Cemetery Road: Over My Dead Body. Discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of a “library on wheels.”  How would a community benefit from 

having a portable library? What would be the costs of maintaining a bookmobile?

Create a classroom newspaper edition of The Ghastly Times. Include news 
articles, letters to the editor, advertisements, classified ads, and book and movie 
reviews.



Resources
Online

The Klise sisters maintain an informative (and very humorous) website. Below is a link 
to an excellent educator’s guide.
www.kateandsarahklise.com/uploads/1/0/3/3/10335273/82302519-43-old-cemetery-road-
series-discussion-guide.pdf

Titles in the 43 Old Cemetery Road Series:

 Book One, 43 Old Cemetery Road: Dying to Meet You, written by Kate Klise; 
illustrated by M. Sarah Klise. Houghton Mifflin, 2009. 

 Book Two, 43 Old Cemetery Road: Over My Dead Body, written by Kate Klise; 
illustrated by M. Sarah Klise. Houghton Mifflin, 2009.

 Book Three, 43 Old Cemetery Road: Till Death Do Us Bark, written by Kate 
Klise; illustrated by M. Sarah Klise. Houghton Mifflin, 2011.

 Book Four, 43 Old Cemetery Road: The Phantom of the Post Office, written by 
Kate Klise; illustrated by M. Sarah Klise. Houghton Mifflin, 2012.

 Book Five, 43 Old Cemetery Road: Hollywood, Dead Ahead, written by Kate 
Klise; illustrated by M. Sarah Klise. Houghton Mifflin, 2013.

Reading

Students who like reading books full of quirky characters, illustrations, and wordplay 
may find these titles to their liking:

	 •	 Flora & Ulysses: The Illuminated Adventure, written by Kate DiCamillo;  
 illustrated by K.G. Campbell. Candlewick Press, 2013. 

	 •	 Fortunately the Milk, written by Neil Gaiman; illustrated by Skottie   
 Young. HarperCollins Children’s Books, 2013. 

	 •	 The Strange Case of Origami Yoda, by Tom Angleberger. Harry N.   
 Abrams, 2010. 

	 •	 Stick Dog, by Tom Watson. HarperCollins, 2013.

	 •	 Timmy Failure: Mistakes Were Made, by Stephan Pastis. Candlewick   
 Press, 2012. 


