NONfiction
Lesson 1
Visual

Thomas Jefferson’s Virginia:
A Touring the States Energizer

As we take a virtual tour of Virginia, make movements
for each of the stated actions. Continue each activity
until the next destination is announced.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Play the violin at Monticello.
Swim in the Atlantic Ocean.
Plant peanuts in the Piedmont.
Hike the Appalachian Trail.
Catch fish in the Chesapeake Bay.
Ride a horse in Warrenton.
Stomp grapes in the Northern Neck.
Walk through the streets of historic Williamsburg.
Climb Mount Rodgers, the highest mountain in Virginia.
Dig for coal in Buchanan.
Pick apples in the Shenandoah Valley.
Clap your hands for a job well done!
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A Thomas Jefferson Sidebar

Informational Text Features are used to make the information on a
page stand out and easier to read.
A sidebar is an informational text feature. It is usually a boxed section
off to the side of the page that contains additional details about a topic.
In the book Thomas Jefferson Builds a Library, many of the pages contain
sidebars. These sidebars are shaped like books and contain fun facts,
inspiring quotes, and interesting illustrations.
If Barb Rosenstock were to write
a book called Thomas Jefferson
Plants a Garden, a sidebar on one
of the pages might look like this:

Some unusual vegetables
Thomas Jefferson planted
in his garden included
• Eggplants
• Rutabagas
• Okra
• Salsify
• Tomatoes
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A Thomas Jefferson Sidebar

A sidebar is an informational text feature. It is
usually a boxed section off to the side of the page
that contains additional details about a topic.
Directions: Create a sidebar that could appear in a
biography about Thomas Jefferson. Write at least
one fact and illustrate it.
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Possible Thomas Jefferson Sidebar Topics
Thomas Jefferson is known for
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Writing the Declaration of Independence
Launching the Lewis and Clark Expedition
Making the Louisiana Purchase
Graduating with honors from the College of William and Mary
Introducing macaroni and cheese to the United States
Inventing the polygraph (a letter copying machine)
Founding the University of Virginia
Playing the violin
Being a land surveyor, lawyer, farmer, and architect
Serving as the first Secretary of State
Being the third President of the United States
Designing his home, Monticello
Speaking and reading French, Italian, Latin, Greek, and Spanish
Having a 60-foot sculpture of his head on Mount Rushmore

Famous quotes by Thomas Jefferson include
“Whenever you do a thing, act as if all the world were watching.”
“He who knows best knows how little he knows.”
“I cannot live without books.”
“Never spend your money before you have earned it.”
“We never repent of having eaten too little.”
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The Colonial Marketplace
J-O-B-S-O Bingo
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Directions: Use the words below to fill in the J-O-B-S-O Bingo card.  
Remember:
• Mix up the word order.
• Put one job in each box.
• There are more jobs than there are boxes. You will have to make a choice.

J

O

B

S

O

Free
Space

Apothecary
Barber
Blacksmith
Bookbinder
Chandler
Coachmaker
Cobbler

Cooper
Cutler
Dairyman
Farrier
Goldsmith
Joiner
Miller

Pooter
Printer
Saddler
Silversmith
Stationer
Tailor
Tanner

Milliner
Wigmaker
Confectionary
Tavern Keeper
Town Crier
Wheelwright
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This storekeeper also worked as a
pharmacist, doctor, and dentist.
[Apothecary]

This person not only cut hair
but also was a surgeon.
[Barber]

This person made tools from iron and
repaired broken metal objects.
[Blacksmith]

This person made and sold candles.
[Chandler]

This person made coaches and wagons.
[Coachmaker]

This person made and repaired shoes.
[Cobbler]

This person made barrels and other
containers to hold goods.
[Cooper]

This person made and repaired
knives and scissors.
[Cutler]

In addition to doing the work of a
veterinarian, this person also shoed horses.
[Farrier]

This person made bowls,
vases, and jewelry.
[Goldsmith]

This person was a carpenter who worked
on the insides of houses and ships.
[Joiner]

This person made and sold dresses,
bonnets, cloaks, and clothing accessories.
[Milliner]

This person made books by attaching the
pages together and adding a cover.
[Bookbinder]

This person published the newspaper, sold
books, and worked as the postmaster.
[Printer]

This person made leather goods for horses,
such as saddles and harnesses.
[Saddler]

This person provided meals, drinks,
entertainment, and lodging.
[Tavern Keeper]

This person worked with clay to make
bowls, cups, and plates.
[Potter]

This person sold books, paper, ink,
and other writing materials.
[Stationer]

This person made wheels for
carts and coaches.
[Wheelwright]

This person made wigs, cut hair, and sold
soaps, tonics, and perfumes.
[Wigmaker]

This person made and repaired
articles made of silver.
[Silversmith]

This person made and sold sweets.
[Confectionary]

This person owned and
operated a flour mill.
[Miller]

This town official made public
announcements in the marketplace.  
[Town Crier]

This person tanned animal
hides into leather.
[Tanner]

This person made and repaired clothing.
[Tailor]

This person owned a dairy and
sold dairy products.
[Dairyman]

NONfiction
Extensions

Geography
Thomas Jefferson served as a diplomat in Europe prior to the US Revolutionary War. While there he visited many countries.
Encourage students to use a world map to locate the places Jefferson visited, including England (London), France (Paris),
Germany (Frankfort), Italy (Genoa), the Netherlands (Amsterdam), and Spain (Madrid).

Reading
Students who find Thomas Jefferson interesting might enjoy these books:
•

First Peas to the Table: How Thomas Jefferson Inspired a School Garden by Susan Grigsby. Albert Whitman & Company, 2012.

•

Thomas Jefferson by Cheryl Harness. National Geographic Society, 2004.

•

Thomas Jefferson: A Day at Monticello by Elizabeth V. Chew. Harry N Abrams, Inc., 2014.

•

Thomas Jefferson: Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Everything by Maira Kalman. Penguin, 2014.

•

Thomas Jefferson for Kids: His Life and Times, with 21 Activities by Brandon Marie Miller. Chicago Review Press, 2011.

•

Those Rebels, John and Tom by Barbara Kerley. Scholastic Press, 2012.

•

Who Was Thomas Jefferson? by Dennis Fradin. Grosset & Dunlap, 2003.

•

Worst of Friends: Thomas Jefferson, John Adams and the True Story of an American Feud by Suzanne Jurmain. Dutton Juvenile, 2011.

Web Resources
•

The US Mint website’s grade 3 lesson, “A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Monticello,” covers nonfiction text features,
including tables of contents, indexes, headings, keywords, illustrations, maps, charts, glossaries, and captions.
www.usmint.gov/kids/teachers/lessonPlans/pdf/176.pdf

•

This short book trailer could be used as a preview for an upcoming Thomas Jefferson Builds a Library lesson.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=akfTLJuvLj8
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