Remembering the
Titanic
by | Lynne Farrell Stover
Grades
K–2, 3–5

• Library Lessons •

T

he sinking of the RMS Titanic has fascinated the public since the moment in
1912 when news of its fate made landfall.
Is it because the massive ship was advertised as
unsinkable? Or is it the compelling survival stories
and tragic loss of life that make the catastrophe so
riveting?
Whatever it is that people find so intriguing
about Titanic, the 100th anniversary of its disaster
at sea its is an opportune time to interest students
in both fiction and nonfiction books about this
captivating event. T is for Titanic: A Titanic Alphabet
by Debbie and Michael Shoulders (Sleeping Bear
Press, 2011) is a rhyming picture book that does
double duty as a visually interesting read-aloud for
younger students, with well-researched, informative sidebars for older students.

Lesson I
The Sinking Ship: A Word Workout
Introduction: Today’s lesson is brought to you by
the letter S! Get your students involved in a “Word
Workout” in the library.
Grade Level: K–2
Time Allocation: 15–20 minutes
Materials
• The Sinking Ship: A Word Workout visual
(see page 4)
• T is for Titanic: A Titanic Alphabet by Debbie
and Michael Shoulders. Sleeping Bear Press,
2011.
Objective
• Students will listen and respond to a narrative
read by the teacher.

Procedure
1. Prepare a poster or transparency of The Sinking
Ship: A Word Workout if you would like the students to read along with the narrator.
2. Introduce the lesson by asking the students if
they have ever heard of Titanic, the supposedly
unsinkable ship that hit an iceberg and sank
one hundred years ago. Show the students
the front cover of the book, T is for Titanic:
A Titanic Alphabet. Ask them why they think
there is no smoke coming out of the ship’s
fourth smokestack. Accept suggestions and
then disclose the fact that the fourth smokestack was just for show. (This is explained on
the first page of the book; A is for Anatomy. If
time allows, read about this fascinating historical fact to the class.)
3. Tell students that they will now participate in
an activity that tells the story of the Titanic and
requires them to follow directions and be good
listeners.
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4. Begin the activity by asking the students to say
the consonant sound at the beginning of these
words: Sailor, Sea, and Sink. Tell the students
that you are going to read them a poem and
they are to listen for the sound made by the
letter “S”.
5. Have a random assortment of students (about
half the class) stand up. Explain that every
time they hear the consonant sound “S” at the
beginning of a word, students are to stand
up if they are seated, or sit down if they are
standing. When they hear the phrase “THE
END,” they are to stand up and slowly sink to
the floor. They may then clap their hands to
show appreciation for everyone’s participation.
6. Read the narrative to the students, dramatically stressing the “Ss”.
7. Be prepared for engaged and curious students
who will be energized for the rest of the class
period and interested in checking out more
books about this and other disasters at sea.

Lesson II
Titanic Vocabulary Challenge
Introduction: The passengers aboard the Titanic
had to act quickly if they were going to get off
the sinking ship in time. They also needed to
be good problem solvers, have some knowledge
of nautical terms, and communicate well. This
lesson challenges students to demonstrate these
skills while participating in a vocabulary enriching activity.
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Time Allocation: 15–20 minutes
Suggested Grade Level: 3–5
Objectives
• The student will participate in an interactive
classroom activity
• The student will gain knowledge of specific
vocabulary words
Materials
• Titanic Vocabulary Challenge visual from page
5
• Matching Vocabulary Activity Cards from page
6 (run off on cardstock and cut into strips)
• Optional: T is for Titanic: A Titanic Alphabet
Book by Debbie and Michael Shoulders
(Sleeping Bear Press, 2011)
Procedure
1. Prepare the materials prior to class. The
Matching Vocabulary Activity Cards work best
if the words and definitions are run off on different colored paper.
2. Introduce the lesson by telling the students
that they will be participating in a vocabulary
activity that involves nautical words—specialized terms that are used by sailors and people
involved with the sea and ships. (If time
allows, enrich this activity by reading T is for
Titanic: A Titanic Alphabet Book. The bold-print
rhyming portions take about seven minutes
to read.)
3. Display the visual and read the contents to
students.
4. Distribute the Matching Vocabulary Activity
Cards, giving half the students the words and
the other half the definitions. Inform the students that each hint is unique to a matching
pair.
5. Instruct the students to get out of their seats
and find the match to their card. Once found,
they are to indicate success by some action,
such as holding the cards over their heads or
sitting on the floor.
6. Check for understanding by having the
students read their words and definitions to
the class.
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Lesson III
Titanic Time Line
Introduction: Ironically, there is seldom enough
time during the instructional day for students to
research and create a detailed time line based on a
famous person or historic event. However, through
this quick and enlightening activity, they can be
introduced to the concept by ranking events in
chronological order.
Grade Level: 3–5
Time Allocation: 15–20 minutes
Materials
• Set of Titanic Time Line Cards from pages
7–8 (these will last longer if they are run off
on cardstock and laminated)
Objective
• Students will participate in constructing a time
line of events associated with a specific historic
event.
Procedure
1. Prepare the Titanic Time Line Cards prior to
class.
2. Introduce the lesson by informing students
that they will be creating a time line based on
the sinking of the Titanic which took place one
hundred years ago.
3. Define a time line as a record that sequences
historical events. Explain that these events are
arranged in chronological order and are usually ranked from left (most distant) to right
(most recent).

4. Distribute the Titanic Time Line Cards to
selected students and ask them to come to the
front of the room and arrange themselves in the
appropriate sequence of events. Note: Not all
eighteen cards need to be used. If there are time
constraints, select eight or nine cards and allow
the students to construct and discuss a condensed time line.
5. Once students have completed this task, ask
each one, in order, to read the information on
the cards to the rest of the class. Confirm that
the time line has been created correctly.
6. Ask the students to discuss any new or interesting facts they learned about the Titanic in this
activity.
Lesson Extension: Students may enjoy creating a
“Human Time Line” by researching a specific person
or event and writing down one important date and
event on an index card. Once they have completed
their cards, they are to come forward and arrange
themselves chronologically.
❖ ❖ ❖
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The Sinking Ship
A Word Workout
When Titanic Sailed in 1912, it was a “Super” Ship.
“Unsinkable,” the people Said. “She’s strong and well equipped.”
But as it Sped along the Sea on a cold April night,
A huge iceberg appeared ahead—it was a Shocking Sight!
“Iceberg!” a Sailor Shouted from up high in the crow’s nest.
His warning words weren’t heard in time, for Still the Ship Sailed west.
Suddenly, Titanic Struck the ’berg with a loud CRACK.
Shocked and Scared passengers had just a Short time to act.
Lifeboats were Small in number, and life vests very few.
“Women, children first,” Said Captain Smith to his Steadfast crew.
That night, people on lifeboats helped each other to Survive
They Shivered as they waited for a rescue Ship to arrive.
One hundred years after this tragedy, we Still Study and explore
The “unsinkable” Titanic that rests Silently on the ocean floor.

THE END
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Titanic Vocabulary
Challenge

Porthole
There were about 2,000 portholes in the Titanic!
Knowing the meanings of words that apply to sailing and sea vessels was helpful for passengers
aboard the Titanic, and this is the case for anyone involved with the sea and ships. Your goal is to
match a nautical vocabulary word with its correct definition. You are to find the person who has
the other half of your card as quickly as possible. The hints provided will help you make sure
your match is correct.
EXAMPLE

Vocabulary Word (with hint)

Definition (with hint)

Porthole (matches with a 10-word definition)

A small, round window in the side of a ship  
(matches with a compound word)

Reminder:  A compound word is a word made up of two words joined together.
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T is for Titanic
Matching Vocabulary
Activity Cards
Vocabulary Word (with hint)

Definition (with hint)

Aft (matches with a 5-word definition)

The rear of the ship (matches with a 3-letter word)

Berth (matches with an 8-word definition)

A bed or bunk in a ship’s cabin (matches with a 5-letter
word)

Bow (matches with a 6-word definition)

The front part of the ship (matches with a 3-letter word)

Bridge (matches with a 9-word definition)

The control station from which a ship is steered (matches
with a 6-letter word)

Crew (matches with a 6-word definition)

The people who run the ship (matches with a 4-letter word)

Crow’s Nest (matches with a 7-word definition)

A lookout station on a ship’s mast (matches with 2 words)

Gangway (matches with a 5-word definition)

A passageway to a ship (matches with a 7-letter word)

Hold (matches with an 11-word definition)

The space in a ship below the decks for storing cargo
(matches with a 4-letter word)

Hull (matches with a 3-word definition)

The ship’s body (matches with a 4-letter word)

Lifeboat (matches with a 12-word definition)

A boat used by people when it is necessary to abandon ship
(matches with a compound word)

Poop Deck (matches with a 9-word definition)

The raised deck toward the stern of a ship (matches with 2
words)

Port (matches with a 9-word definition)

The left-hand side of a boat or ship (matches with 4-letter
word)

Starboard (matches with a 7-word definition)

The right-hand side of a ship (matches with a 9-letter word)

Stateroom (matches with an 8-word definition)

A large, private cabin on board a ship (matches with a compound word)

Stern (matches with a 6-word definition)

The rear part of the ship (matches with a 5-letter word)
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Titanic Time Line Cards
Date/Time: July 29, 1908
Event: The design for the Titanic was approved.
Date/Time: 1908-1909
Event: Construction of the Titanic and her sister ship, the Olympic, began in Belfast, Ireland.
Date/Time: May 31, 1911
Event: The hull of the Titanic was launched. Ten months of fitting out followed.
Date/Time: January, 1912
Event: Sixteen wooden lifeboats were placed on board the Titanic.
Date/Time: March 31, 1912
Event: The fitting of the Titanic was completed.
Date/Time: April 10, 1912
Event: Passengers arrived in Southampton, England, and boarded the Titanic.
She began her maiden voyage.
Date/Time: April 11, 1912
Event: The Titanic arrives in Queenstown, Ireland.
Date/Time: April 12-13, 1912
Event: The Titanic sailed through clear weather and calm seas.
Date/Time: April 14, 1912
Event: Seven iceberg warnings were received by the Titanic throughout the day.
Date/Time: April 14, 1912—11:40 PM
Event: A lookout spotted an iceberg directly to the right of the ship.
It struck the Titanic on the starboard (right) side of her bow.
Date/Time: April 14, 1912—11:50 PM
Event: Water poured into the front section of the Titanic.

March 2012 Web Resources • LibrarySparks • 7

Titanic Time Line Cards
Date/Time: April 15, 1912—12:05AM
Event: The Titanic’s captain gave orders to uncover the lifeboats. There was only enough room
in these lifeboats for about half of the 2,228 people on board.
Date/Time: April 15, 1912—12:25AM
Event: The Titanic’s lifeboats were loaded with women and children first. The Carpathia, a ship
that was 58 miles away, picked up the distress call and began sailing to rescue the passengers.
Date/Time: April 15, 1912—4:10AM
Event: The Carpathia picked up the first lifeboat.
Date/Time: April 18, 1912—9:00AM
Event: The Carpathia arrived in New York with the estimated
712 survivors from the Titanic disaster.
Date/Time: April 19–May 25, 1912
Event: The United States Senate conducted an inquiry into the Titanic disaster.
Date/Time: April, 1913
Event: The International Ice Patrol was created in response to the
Titanic disaster to guard the North Atlantic sea lanes.
Date/Time: September 1, 1985
Event: An expedition team led by Robert Ballard discovered the wreck of the Titanic.
Date/Time: December 18, 1997
Event: The movie Titanic, written and directed by James Cameron, was released.
It won eleven Academy Awards.
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