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Decorate your storytime area with pictures 
or models of castles. You could hang paper 
or felt banners along the walls or from the 
ceiling, or fold multicolored triangular 
pieces of paper over a string, as pennants, 

to add atmosphere. Use a king, queen, 
princess, or dragon puppet to enhance one 
of the stories. If you like to dress in costume, 
this is the perfect opportunity! When the 
children arrive, ask them to look around and 

guess what the storytime theme is.

Picture Book
We Just Moved! by Stephen Krensky  
(Scholastic, 2003)

This Level 2 Scholastic Reader is scant on text but 
has lots to talk about on each page. The premise of 
moving sounds very ordinary until it is evident that 
the characters are moving from one fairytale castle 
to another. Their pets even include alligators from 
the moat! They settle into their new home with its 
dungeon playroom to discover that they have giants 
and a dragon as neighbors. Despite the medieval 
theme, kids will find many things to identify with.

Talk about the book as you read. What would 
it be like to live in a castle? Did any of the rooms 
in the castle have the same names as rooms in our 
houses? Which parts of the story are make believe, 
and which parts might have been true hundreds of 
years ago?

Activity
Noodle Joust
In this book, the characters have jousts 
with their new friends. Two stick horses 
and pool noodles make for a very funny 
joust. If stick horses aren’t available, you 
can make one! 

Sock Stick Horse
You will need for each horse:
•	 1	tube	sock
•	 Polyester	fiberfill
•	 Rubber	band
•	 2	small	triangular	felt	pieces
•	 2	large	glue-on	wiggly	eyes
•	 1	three-foot	piece	of	doweling	
•	 Yarn,	ribbon,	or	strips	of	fabric	(optional)

Stuff the foot of the sock firmly with polyester 
fiberfill, maintaining the natural shape of the sock. 
Slide the ankle of the sock over the doweling. The 
foot should fall in a horizontal position to form the 
horse’s head. Center the ankle of the sock over the 
doweling and push the doweling up into the heel of 
the sock (the base of the head). Stuff the ankle evenly 
around the doweling, leaving the last three inches of 
the cuff without stuffing. Wrap a rubber band tightly 
attaching the cuff of the sock around the doweling. 
Glue or sew triangular felt pieces for ears on each 
side of the heel. Add a pair of wiggly eyes. 

If you would like to add a bridle, braid yarn or 
use strips of fabric or ribbon. Tie one piece around 
the nose. Tie a second piece to one side of the nose 
band, wrap it behind the ears, and tie it to the other 
side of the nose band. Cut a third piece for reins, 
making them long enough to hang below the point 
where the head is attached to the doweling. Tie 
one end of the reins to each side of the nose band. 
Advise children to hold onto the doweling rather 
than the reins for a more secure grip.

Give	each	child	a	chance	to	joust.	Place	two	
kids on opposite sides of the room astride their 
stick horses. Have each child hold a pool noodle as 
they “gallop” toward each other. Explain that the 
opponents must continue to move past each other 
while they are trying to score. It is more difficult 
than it looks to hold onto the stick horse with one 
hand and aim the pool noodle with the other. 

A direct hit on an opponent scores a point.  
A dropped noodle leads to disqualification. If there 
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is time, allow those with the highest scores to  
duel it out until a winner is declared. This has  
been a very popular activity even with older 
elementary students!

Picture Book
Lullabyhullaballoo! by Mick Inkpen (Hodder 
Children’s Books, 2007)

Bright illustrations, innovative foldouts, 
and repetition make this an excellent 
storytime choice. As the princess tries 
to fall asleep, a dragon begins roaring. 
Encourage children to say “shhh” along 
with you. A humorous foldout shows the 
dragon saying, “Who me?” Each page 
brings a new creature to disturb the 
princess’s sleep, followed by a foldout. 

“Shhh” is repeated each time. The constant noise 
finally	makes	the	pouty,	golden-haired	princess	
burst into tears. The contrite animals sing her their 
own bizarre lullaby.

Ask the children to imagine what a 
“lullabyhullaballoo” might sound like. Have each 
of them make one of the noises described in the 
book as you sing a familiar song, such as “Twinkle, 
Twinkle, Little Star.” Remind them that it is a 
lullaby and should be sung very softly.

Picture Book
The Prince’s Bedtime, by Joanne Oppenheim 
(Barefoot Books, 2006)

This paperback version includes a CD of the story, 
read by Jim Broadbent. Should you like a break 
from reading, the CD is extremely well done! This 
classic tale of the little prince who wouldn’t fall 
asleep records the extraordinary measures of his 
royal parents as they try to find some remedy for his 
sleepless	nights.	Physicians,	dancers,	and	hypnotists	
try their luck at calming the prince, but it is a good 
bedtime story that finally does the trick!

Discuss why a book made the prince go to sleep 
when so many other things didn’t work. If you like 
to read in bed, share this with 
your students. Ask how many 
kids still enjoy a bedtime 
story. How many of them like 
to read in bed?

Activity 
“Up Goes the Castle,” from Sesame Street: Bert and 
Ernie’s Greatest Hits	(Sesame	Street,	1996)

This soundtrack is available on CD or as a single 
MP3	download.	It	is	a	fun	activity	that	kids	will	
want to repeat! Tell the children to follow the 
instructions in the song. 

Ernie tells everyone to lie down on the floor 
on their backs. The premise is that a king and 
queen are living in an imaginary castle on each 
person’s stomach. When you breathe in, the castle 
is up on a mountain. When you breathe out, the 
castle is down in the valley. The queen prefers the 
mountaintop; the king prefers the valley. Soon they 
start to argue. Ernie explains that it is impossible 
for the castle to stay stationary because everyone 
has to breathe. Ernie finally resolves the conflict. As 
the story continues, he also gives a great lesson in 
deep breathing technique. It’s not only fun; it also 
provides a calming break for you and the kids.

Discussion
Sandcastles
Explain that there are different kinds of castles.  
The next two books are about sandcastles. 

Picture Book
When a Dragon Moves In,  
by Jodi Moore (Flashlight 
Press,	2011)

After building a sandcastle, 
a little boy is thrilled to have 
a dragon move into it. His 
dragon buddy makes a day 
at the beach almost perfect, 
providing a raft to float on, 
a marshmallow toaster, and 
a kite flying high above 
the waves. Hiding the dragon from the lifeguard 
is another matter. When the dragon eats most of 
the picnic lunch and blows sand all over family 
members, the little boy orders him out of the castle 
until he has learned better manners.

Talk about the book. Who would like 
to have a dragon for a pet? How could you 
teach a dragon to have better manners? Does 
your pet ever have bad manners? What kinds 
of things does it do?



Picture Book
Sandcastle, by Mick Inkpen  
(Red	Wagon	Books,	1998)

Kipper builds two sandcastles, 
but they fall apart. The third 
one is perfect! When a seagull 
lands on it, Kipper realizes he 
needs something special to put 
on the top. Seaweed and pebbles just won’t do.  
The perfect shell has a crab inside and it walks away. 
Kipper gives up and buys an ice cream cone and a 
Popsicle.	He	sticks	the	Popsicle	stick	in	the	end	of	 
the cone and uses the wrapper for a flag to finish  
his sandcastle.

Activity
Ice Cream Cone Castles
Advance	Preparation:
Buy ice cream cones with flat bottoms (not pointy 
sugar	cones).	Place	the	cones	in	cupcake	pans.	
Using a regular cake mix, fill the cones about half 
full and bake. When the cone cakes have cooled, 
frost them lightly, keeping the frosting even with 
the top of the cone. The cones will be turned upside 
down on a plate, so they need to be flat to stand up.

Remind the kids of how Kipper used an ice 
cream cone to finish the top of his castle. Tell them 
that they are going to make an ice cream cone 
castle, too! Give each child a paper plate and an ice 
cream cone cake. Have them place the cone upside 
down on the paper plate. The icing will adhere the 
cone to the plate and keep it in place.

Cut out little white paper triangles for flags that 
can be attached to the top of a toothpick. Allow 
each child to color both sides of a flag for his or her 
castle. Enlist volunteers to help roll the short side 
of each flag carefully and glue it onto a toothpick. 
Stick the toothpick flags into the tops of the cones. 
Use icing to attach small, colorful candies around 
the bottom and top edges of each cone. After the 
castles have been admired, the children may eat 
them or take them home.

If you prefer not to bake ice cream cone cakes, 
secure empty ice cream cones to the paper plate 
with icing, and add the flags and candy. 

Picture Book
Into the Castle,	by	June	Crebbin	(Candlewick,	1996)

This last book is reminiscent of “Going on a Bear 
Hunt.” The illustrations are large and colorful with 
a spooky atmosphere, but the story is told in rhyme. 
Allow the anticipation to grow as you read.

A group of children set off to explore a deserted 
castle where a monster is supposed to live. They 
go up a hill, across the moat, over the drawbridge, 

across the yard, along a passage, and down some 
steps without finding anything scary along the way. 
At last, they reach a locked door in the dungeon. 
They turn the key and walk in to see the monster 
sitting in a chair! The children scream and run, 
reversing their steps through the castle. The ending 
has a fun twist as the monster waves and thanks 

them for letting him out!
After you have read the story, have the children 

stand and act it out. Repeat the steps until the 
monster is finally sighted, and then race through 
the steps in reverse as you run away to safety!

Finish your storytime by reviewing the different 
types of castles in your books. Explain that while 
most of us never have a chance to live in a real 
castle, it is fun to read stories about them. Luckily, 
we can always make a sandcastle to play with or a 
cupcake castle to eat!

Additional Picture Books
The Paper Bag Princess, by Robert Munsch  
(Annick	Press,	2004)

The Knight and the Dragon, by	Tomie	dePaola	 
(G.	P.	Putnam’s	Sons,	1980)
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