
 May/June 2008 • LibrarySparks • 19

Musical Activity
“Water for the Elephants” by Dan Zanes from 
his recording Family Dance. Festival Five, 2001. 
Follow up the Olivia picture book by playing the 
recording of this circus song. The children will 
automatically join in with Zanes as he does various 
animal sound effects:

First saw the lion and the lion he roared (Roar.) 
Saw the wild duck and the wild duck quacked 
(Quack.) Etc.

One fun aspect is that this animal menagerie 
contains a lot of animals one normally doesn’t 
associate with a circus (but the kids won’t mind). 
Visit www.danzanes.com for both the lyrics and the 
chords of this fun song.

Picture Book
The Most Perfect Spot by Diane Goode. 

by | Rob Reid

Hot Fun in the Summertime
• Storytime •

Grades 
K–2

hat do you like to do in the sum-
mer? For this story program lesson 
plan, we’ll go on a picnic, hit the

beach, visit a fair with some goats, and for the 
grand finale, we’ll attend the circus—all in our 
imagination (with the help of some very special 
books).

Sample Program

Picture Book/Felt Board
All You Need for a Beach by Alice Schertle. 
Harcourt, 2004. What do you need for a beach? 
One grain of sand. Pretend that you are holding 
one grain of sand as you read the first pages. 
Hold out one arm while showing the pictures 
of millions of grains of sand. Schertle adds 
more and more items that one might need to 
take to the beach. Add these items on the felt 
board as you read about them (see patterns on 
page 23). Schertle also recommends that every-
one should bring their toes. Ask the children to 
wave their feet in the air as you read this line in 
the text. The final thing you need for a beach 
is you! Have the children stand up and stretch 
their hands like the children in the final, double-
page spread.

Picture Book
Olivia Saves the Circus by Ian Falconer. Atheneum, 
2001. This is one of the funniest picture books 
on the market. Olivia returns to school and tells 
the class that she saved the circus when the per-
formers “were out sick with ear infections.” Olivia 
describes how she was Olivia the Tattooed Lady, 
Olivia the Lion Tamer, Olivia the Clown, Olivia 
Queen of the Trampoline, Olivia the Tight-rope 
Walker, the Flying Olivia, and Madame Olivia and 
her Trained Dogs. After describing her various 
exploits, Olivia tells her teacher that her summer 
experiences were “pretty all true.” 
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circles and follow the directions. There is a lot of 
up-and-down movement, so feel free to read the 
rhymes slowly with plenty of pauses.

All join hands, (Join hands.)
Circle around,
Now you have
A merry-go-round! (Move in a circle.)

Next sit down, (Allow the children to find a seat.)
Shout and sing, (“Yippee” or “La-la-la” usually works.)
Legs out front, (Sit with legs out front.)
Arms up—swing! (Arms overhead—mime swinging 
back and forth.)

Hula-hoop, (Stand and swing hips.)
Bumper cars, (Bump hips with neighbor.)
Teeter-totter, (Face neighbor, hold hands. Take turns 
going up and down.)
Monkey bars! (Hand overhead and mime moving 
along bars.)

Balance beam, (Mime walking on a narrow beam.)
Slippery slide, (Sit again and hold hands up slightly 
behind head.)
Crawl through tunnels, (Crawl a few steps.)
Rocking-horse ride! (Sit and rock back and forth.)

Catch the ball, (Mime catching a ball.)
Dance and rhyme, (Stand and dance in place.)
Imagination,
Playground time! (Arms outstretched.)

Picture Book/Movement Activity
Oh, Look! by Patricia Polacco. Philomel, 2004. This 
picture book contains elements of “The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff” traditional story combined with the 
story program staple, “Going on a Bear Hunt.” 
Three goats escape from their pen and head to 
a fair. They are chased by a growing number of 
humans. They all first cross a bridge. “Can’t jump 
over it,/can’t go under it,/ can’t go around it … /Let’s 
go across it.” Have the children make gestures with 
their hands as you read these repeating phrases. 
The goats follow the same routine while climbing 
up a hill, swimming in a pond, playing in mud, 
and getting to the fair where they find a carousel, 
fun mirror, and a fake ogre (which they think is 
real). The goats and humans reverse this order to 
get home as fast as they can. This book and activity 

HarperCollins, 2006. Jack and his mother leave 
their apartment and head for the city park to have 
a picnic. A series of disastrous events upset their 
plans. These include falling in the lake, getting 
covered with mud, getting dizzy from a carnival 
ride, being surrounded by a pack of dogs, and, of 
course, rain. Jack and his mother conclude that 
the most perfect spot to have a picnic is in the 
comfort of their home. Cue the audience to say 
“But … suddenly” as it appears in the text, right 
before each incident.

Movement Activity
“Playground Time” by Rob Reid from the book 
Storytime Slam and www.rapnrob.com.
Follow The Most Perfect Spot with this movement 
activity about the playground equipment you 
might find in a city park. This activity works best 
in an area with a big open space. Have the chil-
dren stand up in a large circle or a few smaller 
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Otto Goes to the Beach by Todd Parr. Little, Brown 
and Company, 2003. After a rude encounter with 
a crabby crab, Otto the dog finds a poodle friend.

Out of the Ocean by Debra Frasier. Harcourt, 1998. 
A girl and her mother discover several natural 
wonders while walking up and down the seashore.

Please Do Feed the Bears by Phyllis Reynolds 
Naylor. Atheneum, 2002. Percy makes room for 
his teddy bears by removing the food intended  
for a beach picnic.

Spot Goes to the Beach by Eric Hill. Putnam, 1985. 
Spot and his Dad have a fun-filled day at the 
beach in this lift-the-flap book.

Camping and Hiking
Amelia Bedelia Goes Camping by Peggy Parish. 
Greenwillow Books, 1995. The famous maid dis-
plays her trademark literal goofs in the outdoors.

Just Me and My Dad by Mercer Mayer. Golden 
Books, 1977. Little Critter and his Dad have several 
ups and downs on their camping trip before settling 
in for a well-deserved night’s sleep in their tent.

Sheep Take a Hike by Nancy Shaw. Houghton 
Mifflin, 1994. Shaw’s sheep take a rhythmic hike 
and use their fleece to find their way home.

Stella and Roy Go Camping by Ashley Wolff. 
Yosemite, 2006. Roy hopes to see bear tracks 
while he and his sister take a mountain trip.

Zigby Camps Out by Brian Paterson. Trafalgar 
Square, 2006. Zigby the zebra receives a tent for 
a present and heads to the jungle for a campout.

Fairs and Circuses
Circus Caps for Sale by Esphyr Slobodkina. 
HarperCollins, 2002 (reissue). The peddler from 
Caps for Sale loses his caps and they become part 
of the circus act.

Circus Family Dog by Andrew Clements. Houghton 
Mifflin, 2000. A dog that gets laughs from the cir-
cus crowd by being lazy has renewed energy when 
a young pup joins the troupe.

can work two ways: You can read the story and per-
form the actions at the same time, or you can read 
the entire picture book and then re-create the story 
without the book afterward. The children can help 
you remember the order of the events.

Closing Activity
Lead the children to leave the story program area 
in a style similar to the Polacco book. “Can’t go 
over it, can’t go under it, we’re just going to have 
to go through the story program area (or door if 
there is one) and say goodbye for today.”

Supplemental Ideas

Tweak this program with books about other 
activities people do during the summer, such as 
camping and hiking, playing baseball or soccer, 
going to the zoo, and more.

Baseball and Soccer
Albert’s Ballgame by Leslie Tryon. Simon & Schuster, 
1996. A group of animals play baseball, including a 
monkey that throws bean balls and “mean” balls.

Batter Up, Wombat by Helen Lester. Houghton 
Mifflin, 2006. A losing baseball team has high 
hopes for new player Wombat, whom they mis-
take for a “Wham bat.”

Froggy Plays Soccer by Jonathan London. Viking, 
1999. Froggy keeps forgetting the soccer rule 
about not using hands.

Froggy Plays T-Ball by Jonathan London. Viking, 
2007. Froggy takes this game too literally, such as 
the time when he’s told to catch flies in the out-
field and he finds the buzzing kind.

Hooray for Snail by John Stadler. Crowell, 1984. 
Snail hits a pop-up that travels to the moon and 
back and he “hurries” around the bases to beat the 
ball before it lands. 

Beaches
D.W. All Wet by Marc Brown. Joy Street, 1988. 
Arthur’s little sister hates to get wet and wants 
to leave the beach, but Arthur helps her learn to 
enjoy the seashore.
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Be Nice to Spiders by Margaret Bloy Graham. 
HarperCollins, 1967. The zoo animals are upset 
when spiders’ webs are swept away and the fly 
population increases.

Hippo, No Rhino by Jeff Neuman. Little, Brown and 
Company, 2006. Rhino goes crazy when Hippo’s 
sign is mistakenly placed on Rhino’s exhibit.

A Lion Named Shirley Williamson by Bernard 
Waber. Houghton Mifflin, 1996. Shirley 
Williamson runs away from the zoo when the zoo 
officials change her name to Bongo.

Our Class Took a Trip to the Zoo by Shirley Neitzel. 
Greenwillow Books, 2002. The rebus format of the 
book follows the ups and downs of one student 
during a class field trip.

❖  ❖  ❖

Rob Reid is an instructor of children’s literature 
and young adult literature at the University of 
Wisconsin-Eau Claire. He is the author of several 
books including Storytime Slam by UpstartBooks. 
Contact Rob at rob@rapnrob.com or visit www.
rapnrob.com.

Minerva Louise at the Fair by Janet Morgan 
Stoeke. Penguin, 2002. A chicken wanders into 
the county fair after mistaking fireworks for fall-
ing stars.

Tightrope Poppy the High-Wire Pig by Sudipta 
Bardhan-Quallen. Sterling Publishing, 2006. A 
pig has dreams of performing on the high wire 
and learns to be very persistent when her big 
chance arrives.

Where’s Pup? by Dayle Ann Dodds. Dial, 2003. 
Everyone at the circus asks the title question in 
this fun, brief read-aloud.

Picnics
The Best Picnic Ever by Clare Jarret. Candlewick 
Press, 2004. While Jack’s mother prepares their 
picnic meal, animal friends keep him from get-
ting bored.

Bing Go Home by Ted Dewan. Random House, 
2005. Bing and his stuffed bunny, Flop, add 
more and more items to the picnic basket right 
before it rains.

The Bunnies’ Picnic by Lezlie Evans. Hyperion, 
2007. Eight bunnies work together to prepare a 
picnic stew, but disaster strikes when the stew falls 
to the floor.

Oscar’s Half Birthday by Bob Graham. Candlewick 
Press, 2005. The family celebrates baby Oscar’s 
six-month birthday by going on a picnic to the 
“half-country,” also known as the city park.

The Rattlebang Picnic by Margaret Mahy. Dial, 
1994. The McTavish family has the wildest picnic 
of all when their mountain picnic site turns out to 
be an active volcano.

Zoos
Animal Strike at the Zoo, It’s True by Karma 
Wilson. HarperCollins, 2006. The poor 
zookeeper tries to meet the animals’ picky 
demands for better conditions.

http://www.rapnrob.com
http://www.rapnrob.com


 May/June 2008 • LibrarySparks • 23

All You Need for a Beach Feltboard Patterns
Enlarge patterns to desired size.


