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decorate. Place the yarn inside the container with 
an end hanging out at the back of the cut-top of 
the hat. 

Talk about having a clown with a magic color 
hat. Hold the hat in place as you slowly pull out 
the yarn. The colors will change. Have the children 
name each color of yarn as it appears! 

Book, Activity, and Game 
Pairing 

Start your colorful program off with a reading of 
Dog’s Colorful Day by Emma Dodd (Puffin, 2003), 
about a dog that collects all the colors encountered 
during his day on his fur. 

This charming, rather square dog is easy to 
recreate on white felt for the flannel board. Cut a 1-
inch felt dot for each color in the story. Hand them 
out to children in the group. Each child can stick 
the correct color dot on the dog when it appears in 
the story. 

Dog’s Dots Game

This is a fun game that incorporates audience par-
ticipation. You will need: 
• A large piece of white felt or flannel to drape 

over your volunteer “dog” 
• A 6-inch dot for each of the colors in the story 

cut from felt squares
• Optional: a dog-ears headband for the person 

who is “dog” to wear. Don’t forget to put the 
black dot on dog’s ear!

 
Drape the fabric over a child volunteer. If you made 
a headband, put it on the “dog.” Hand out the 
spots to children in the group, and sing the follow-
ing song to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”:
 Dog got a spot of jam,
 Dog got a spot of jam,
 Another spot is what dog got

Colorful Openings
Clown Prop

Open the program with a Magic Colors Clown. 
You will need:
• 2- to 3-foot pieces of yarn in many colors
• A tube container, such as the Pringles Potato 

Chips packaging
• Colorful paper
• Scissors and glue
• Fabric pom-poms, googly-eyes, sticker dots, 

and rick-rack trim

To make the clown, cut two- to three-foot pieces 
of yarn in a rainbow of different colors. Tie them 
together, end-to-end. Wrap paper around the tube 
container and use markers and collage items to 
create the face and body on the tube. Snip the top 
off a party hat for the clown’s hat. Glue a pom-
pom in front of the cut top, and ruffle or rick-rack 
trim around the bottom edge. Add sticker dots to 
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Propped Story

 When he got a spot of jam. 
 (Child holding red spot should bring it up and 

stick it on the dog. You can use the book to remind 
them of the color of each item.)

Continue with all the colors in the story:
 Dog got a spot of grass… (green)
 Dog got a spot of paint… (blue)
 Dog got a spot of chocolate… (brown)
 Dog got a spot of pollen… (yellow)
 Dog got a spot of ice cream… (pink)
 Dog got a spot of mud… (gray)
 Dog got a spot of juice… (orange)
 Dog got a spot of marker… (purple)

(Clap hands to music while singing last verse)
 Dog got a bath,
 Dog got a bath,
 Black’s the only spot dog’s got, 
 ’Cause dog got a bath. 

Propped Story
Fiona’s Fancy Hat by  
Kathy Ross

This colorful storytime tale is easily told in your 
own words. First, create Fiona according to the 
instructions below. Then, tell the tale found on 
pages 5–6 of this article.

You will need:
• Two 9-inch paper plates
• Paper fastener
• Construction paper
• 1-inch wide ribbon

• Seven white craft feathers
• Seven craft feathers in yellow, purple, pink, 

blue, green, red, and orange
• Markers
• Scissors
• Craft glue

To make Fiona:
1. Fold one of the paper plates in half to mark 

the center. Cut the plate in half, leaving a 
small tab sticking up at the center to push the 
paper fastener through. 

2. Cover the half plate with construction paper 
to make Fiona’s face. 

3. Cut facial features from construction paper 
and glue them in place. Add details using 
markers. 

4. Attach the plate face to the second paper plate 
by pushing the fastener through the tab and 
the second plate.

5. Glue a strip of the ribbon across the top of the 
face to cover the tab. Do not get glue on the 
tab or the back plate will not turn around.

6. Glue the seven white feathers over the top 
half of the plate to make the white hat. Let the 
glue dry.

7. Carefully turn the back plate to the right so 
that the first white feather is hidden. Glue the 
orange feather in the empty space. 

8. Continue turning the plate to hide a white 
feather and glue a colored one in the empty 
space until the red, green, blue, pink, purple 
and yellow feathers have all been added to fill 
the opposite side of the plate. 

Sing A Book, Play a Game

Share I Ain’t Gonna Paint No More by Karen 
Beaumont (Harcourt, 2005). Sung to the tune of 
“It Ain’t Gonna Rain No More,” this delightful 
book invites enthusiastic participation from the 
children. Give them a chance to fill in the name 
of the body part painted after you sing the color it 
will rhyme with. 

Keep ’em Reading
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Then, play a game of “Simon Says: Paint Your 
…” Play this game just like traditional Simon Says, 
except have Simon direct players to paint various 
body parts, as in the story, I Ain’t Gonna Paint No 
More. If you don’t say Simon Says, listeners should 
not do the action and say, “I ain’t gonna paint no 
more!” 

Lollypop Shop Color Game

You can play this game with real lollypops or make 
them from construction paper. You will need:
 • 4-inch construction paper circles in a variety 

of colors
 • Craft sticks
 • Clear glitter

To make lollypops, cut 4-inch construction paper 
circles from a variety of colors. Glue a craft stick to 
the edge of each one to make lollypops. Add clear 
glitter to the top for sugar, if desired. 

Have the children stand in a circle with the 
lollypops in the center. Have the children walk 
around the circle while you say: 
 Down around the corner at the candy shop, 

There were lots of lollypops with sugar on  
top. (Name a child) _________ went there all  
alone, and took the (name the color the child  
must find) _________ one home.

 When the child finds the correct lollypop, have 
him or her carry the lollypop back to the circle to 
hold. If you don’t have a paper lollypop for each 
child, return them to the center so that each child 
can have a turn. 

A Classic Read-Aloud Game

Share Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by 
Bill Martin Jr. (Henry Holt, 2008). 
Always a favorite, this book of colorful animals 
invites participation. You’ll get lots of help reading 
this one. 

Chant:
 Brown Bear, Brown Bear
 Look Around.
 Brown Bear, Brown Bear
 Can brown be found?
 (Ask one or all of the children to point to some-

thing brown in the room.)

Continue with all the animals in the book: Red 
Bird, Yellow Duck, Blue Horse, Green Frog, Purple 
Cat, White Dog, Black Sheep, and Goldfish.

(Clap hands to music while singing last verse)
 Dog got a bath,
 Dog got a bath,
 Black’s the only spot dog’s got, 
 ’Cause dog got a bath. 

Marker Cap Color Craft

Save those colorful caps from discarded fat mark-
ers to make an array of colorful finger puppets. 
Provide colorful pom-poms for hair and tiny craft 
gems, wiggle eyes and other collage materials 
for the faces. Squeeze puddles of tacky-glue on 
Styrofoam trays or plates and give each child a 
craft stick to apply it with. What fun!

❖  ❖  ❖

Kathy Ross was a teacher and director for nursery 
school programs in Oneida, New York, for thirty 
years. She is the author of more than fifty craft 
books including the Holiday Crafts for Kids series 
and the Crafts for Kids Who are Wild About series. 
Her craft projects frequently appear in Highlights 
magazine.
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Fiona’s Fancy Feather Hat

By Kathy Ross

Fiona had a brand new hat. The hat was covered 
with white feathers and fit her perfectly. While 
Fiona admitted it was a pretty hat, she was not 
completely happy with the way it looked. She 
wished the hat could be a bit more fancy. 
She placed her new hat on her head and went out 
for a walk in the woods. 

As she was walking along, she came to a patch full 
of bright pumpkins. When she saw them she said, 
“My hat would look so much fancier with a feather 
on it the color of those pumpkins. I wish I had a 
feather like that on my hat!”

Well, lucky for Fiona, up in a nearby tree sat a tiny 
fairy, who was out practicing her wish-granting 
skills. No sooner had Fiona spoken her wish then 
it was granted!

One of the white feathers on her new hat was  
now an (turn the back plate so that the orange 
feather appears . . . encourage the children 
to name the new color) ORANGE 
feather. 

Fiona was quite pleased by this, as she thought the 
orange feather made her hat look a bit more fancy. 
On through the woods she walked until she came 
to an apple tree. As soon as she saw the shiny 
apples she said, “My hat would look so much fan-
cier with a feather on it the color of these apples. I 
wish I had a feather like that on my hat!” 

No sooner had Fiona spoken her wish then 
it was granted. A beautiful RED feather 
replaced one of the white ones. (Turn the 
back plate so that the red feather appears.)

Feeling a bit fancier still, Fiona walked 
on. As she made her way through the lush grass, it 
was quite clear to her what she wanted next. “My 
hat would look so much fancier with a feather on 
it the color of this grass. I wish I had a feather on 
my hat like that!” 

The hard-working little fairy granted Fiona 
her wish, and one of the white feathers 

on her hat became a . . . (encourage 
children to respond; expose the green 
feather) GREEN feather. 

Feeling quite fancy, Fiona walked on until she 
spotted a bluebird up in a tree. Can you guess 
what she said? “My hat would look so much fan-
cier with a feather on it the color of that little bird. 
I wish I had a feather like that on my hat!” 

The tiny fairy wearily waved her little wand to 
grant Fiona yet another wish, and one of the 
white feathers on her hat became a (encour-
age children to respond; expose the blue 
feather) BLUE feather.

Fiona walked on thinking her hat was really start-
ing to look fancy now. As she walked, she came 
upon a chubby little piggie. The piggie’s lovely 
color caught her attention immediately and she 
said, “My hat would look so much fancier with a 
feather on it the color of that little piggie. I wish I 
had a feather like that on my hat.” 
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Again, the little fairy granted her wish 
and one of the white feathers on her 

hat became a (encourage children to 
respond; expose the pink feather) 
PINK feather.

Fiona was only happy with her hat for a minute, 
for as she turned from the piggie to start walking 
again, she spotted a grapevine. She immediately 
said, “My hat would look so much fancier with a 
feather on it the color of the grapes. I wish I had a 
feather like that on my hat!” 

The tired little fairy sighed and granted Fiona yet 
another wish and one of the white feathers 
on her hat became a (encourage children 
to respond; expose the purple feather) 
PURPLE feather.

Fiona thought her hat was very fancy now, 
indeed. As she turned to head back home she 
noticed the bright sun shining up in the sky. 
Immediately she said “My hat would look so 
much fancier with a feather the color of the sun 
on it. I wish I had a feather like that on my hat.” 

By now the fairy was wondering 
if Fiona would ever be completely 
happy with her hat. She granted one 
more wish for Fiona and one of the 
white feathers on her hat became (encour-
age children to respond; expose the yellow feather) 
YELLOW. 

As Fiona walked back home thinking she had 
the fanciest hat she had ever seen, she noticed a 
fluffy sheep in a nearby field. It made her think 
about all the pretty white feathers she had on her 
hat this morning. “Maybe,” she said, “maybe my 
hat would look even fancier if I had at least one 
feather back on my hat the color of the sheep. I 
wish I had a feather like that on my hat.” 

By now the fairy was very tired and she was 
convinced Fiona was never going to be happy 
with her hat. With a wave of her wand, the fairy 
turned all the colorful feathers on Fiona’s hat back 
to white and flew home for dinner. As for Fiona, 
she still talks about how she wishes her new hat 
were a little more fancy. 


