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Judy Schachner was born 
into an Irish Catholic work-
ing-class family from New 
England. Money was as tight 
as their apartment was tiny, 
and though she may not have 
had the easiest of childhoods, 
she credits her imagination 
with helping her survive it. 
She can’t ever remember 
a time when she was not 
drawing, and like most bud-
ding artists, she doodled 
on everything, including her 
father’s bald head. She drew 
herself into stories where 
she was the smartest in her 
class and into a family where 
mothers lived to be a ripe 
old age. In many ways, Judy 
feels that her own life has 
resembled the fairy tales she 

loved reading as a child, com-
plete with a happy ending. And 
the best part of this author/
illustrator’s story? She married 
a prince of a guy, they have 
two beautiful daughters, and 
just like the mothers in her 
earliest tales, she plans on liv-
ing to a ripe old age.

There must be an enter-
taining story behind the 
origin of the character 
Skippyjon Jones. Can you 
share it?

JS: Skippyjon Jones was my 
sweet Siamese cat. He had very 
large ears, which made him 
resemble a Chihuahua. One 
day while he was doing some 
serious thinking inside the litter 
box, a bee the size of Barcelona 
buzzed through our basement 
and stung my Kitten Little right 
on top of his noggin. Moments 
later, gumball-sized swellings 
appeared all over his head and 
just when I was about to put 
him in the car and take him to 
the Vet, a milagro thing hap-
pened . . . he began to speak 
in a Spanish accent. He said, 
“Mamalita, I see the fire of love 
burning in your heart for me, 
and all I want to do is Stop, 
Drop and Roll. You see, first he 
was a Great Fire-fighter. This is 
a 100 percent true story.  

Some of the most heart-
warming scenes in the 
Skippyjon Jones books are 
those between Skippy and 
his Mama Junebug Jones. 
And then there are his sis-
ters . . . Can you talk about 
family relationships in this 
kitty family? 

JS: Mama Junebug Jones is a 
single mother cat doing her best 
to raise four rambunctious kit-
tens. Skippy is the only kitty 
boy in the group, and unlike 
his sisters, he has a huge head 
with very large ears. So to com-
pensate for his “differentness,” 
he creates an alter ego called 
El Skippito Friskito the Great 
Sword Fighter. This drives his 
mother crazy. She longs for her 
boy to think Siamese, to fit in, 
and all the lectures in the world 
do not change his mind. His 
sisters, however, totally buy 
into Skippy’s “Chihuahua-ness,” 
and this only adds to Junebug’s 
frustration. But at the end of 
the day, Mama loves her boy 
… he will always be her little 
crumb cake. Ju-JuBee, Jezebel, 
and Jilly Boo are all based on 
my youngest daughter, Sarah, 
a beautiful blend of the oblivi-
ous and the silly. They interact 
with Skippy much the same way 
Sarah interacted with her older 
sister, Emma. I love hearing their 
voices in my head.  
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What led you (and 
Skippy) to the world of 
ancient Egypt? 

JS: Well, I’m certainly not the 
first author to write about cats 
in Egypt but I just might be the 
first author to find the inspira-
tion in her cat’s litter box. You 
see, my kitty boy was excellent 
at building pyramids. The book 
was pretty much a no-brainer.  

You have illustrated books 
for other authors as well 
as authoring and illustrat-
ing your own titles, includ-
ing the Skippyjon series. 
How is the experience 
different when the text is 
written by someone else? 

JS: It was all so simple back 
in the old days when I was 
just the illustrator. That’s all I 
ever intended on being … just 
the illustrator. I loved getting 
new manuscripts in the mail. 
Each book was like making a 
small movie in which I was set 
designer, casting agent, cos-
tumer, and director. It was so 
neat and tidy back then. But 
that all changed when I added 
“writer” to the list of credits. 
What was I thinking? 

Children have come to 
love Skippy, as have the 
adults who share books 
with children. Will there 
be other books in the 
series? Are you working 
on any other picture book 
ideas right now that do 
not star the kitty boy?  
JS: Yes, I believe the Skippy 
series will go on for quite a 
while. In fact, I just completed 
a new Skippy adventure called 
Cirque de Olé [Dial, 2012]. Can 
you guess where this adventure 
takes the kitty boy? I do have 
two non-Skippy books in the 
works, and I can’t wait to get 
them out into the world.  
 
Do you have any desire to 
write longer works of fic-
tion or does your artwork 
keep you grounded in the 
world of picture books? 
If you do toy with the 
idea of publishing chapter 
books or novels for young 
people, what draws you to 
them? If not, why not?

JS: I would love to believe that 
I am capable of writing a longer 
work of fiction, but I think the 
world of picture books is where 
I belong. And being a person 
with ADD, 32 pages is just long 
enough.  

How can readers learn 
more about you as a chil-
dren’s author? 

JS: They can read some of my 
earlier works such as Willy 
and May; The Grannyman; Mr. 
Emerson’s Cook; and Yo, Vikings. 
All of these books are based on 
stories from my own life. They 
might even find Skippy in one 
of them! 
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Toni Buzzeo, MA, MLIS, is an 
author as well as a career library 
media specialist. She is the author 
of seventeen picture books, most 
recently Inside the Books (Upstart, 
2012) and Stay Close to Mama  
(Hyperion, 2012) and many pro-
fessional books and articles. Visit 
www.tonibuzzeo.com or e-mail 
Toni at tonibuzzeo@tonibuzzeo.
com.


