
Duck for Turkey Day
What If

 
 Duck for Turkey Day by Jacqueline Jules is a picture book that tells the story of a girl who is 
concerned that the duck served at her family’s Thanksgiving dinner should be replaced by turkey. 
But what if this was not what this book was about? What if it was a cookbook? Would you know 
where to find it on the library shelves? You would if you know the Dewey Decimal System.

An American named Melvil Dewey devised the Dewey Decimal System in the 
late 1800s. The numerical system organizes the books in the library into ten basic 
categories of knowledge. 

 000 – 099—General Works (Encyclopedias, Reference Books, Media)
 100 – 199—Philosophy (Psychology, Behavior, Paranormal Phenomena) 
 200 – 299—Religion (World Religion, Mythology) 
 300 – 399—Social Science (Government, Law, Manners, Folklore)
 400 – 499—Language (Dictionaries, Grammar, Foreign Language) 
 500 – 599—Pure Science (Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology) 
 600 – 699—Applied Science (How-to Books, Inventions, Health) 
 700 – 799—Arts and Recreation (Music, Crafts, Sports, Hobbies)
 800 – 899—Literature (Poetry, Plays, Short Stories, Jokes) 
 900 – 999—History (Travel, Geography, Biography) 

Note: Books of fiction could be cataloged using the Dewey Decimal number 813. 
However, because libraries often have so many fiction books, there is usually a 
section just for fiction. The books in this section will be organized alphabetically by 
the author’s last name. 

Cookbooks can be found in the 641 section,  
the category for Food and Drink

Was a Cookbook?

The Dewey Decimal System



What If This Book...

1. Sarah Laughs What if this was a joke book written by Sarah Smith? _________

2. Picnic at Camp Shalom What if this was a cookbook containing recipes from a famous 
cooking summer camp? _________

3. Benjamin and the Silver Goblet What if this book was about an ancient Celtic myth? 
_________

4. Zapato Power: Freddie Ramos Takes Off What if this book is about finding ghosts in 
haunted houses? _________

5. No English What if this book was about learning how to speak French, German, and Italian? 
_________

6. Clap and Count What if this book was about learning how to do advanced math skills by 
clapping out patterns on a flat surface? _________

7. Zapato Power: Freddie Ramos Zooms to the 
Rescue What if this book was about the rules and 
regulations that a rescue squad must follow? _________

8. Zapato Power: Freddie Ramos Makes a Splash 
What if this book was about how to become an expert 
swimmer and diver? _________

9. Miriam in the Desert What if this book was about the 
geography of the Sahara Desert? _________

10. Zapato Power: Freddie Ramos Springs Into Action 
What if this book described how a reporter’s lead story got 
into the daily newspaper from start to finish? ________

 Jacqueline Jules has written many books—some of them are picture books, and some of them 
are chapter books. What if the titles were for nonfiction books? What Dewey Decimal number 
would you assign them so that they could be easily located on the library’s shelves? Using the chart 
below and the make-believe book descriptions, decide what new category each title could be placed 
under. Be prepared to defend your choices. 

000s—General Works (Encyclopedias, Reference Books, Media)
100s—Philosophy (Psychology, Behavior, Paranormal Phenomena)
200s—Religion (World Religion, Mythology)
300s—Social Science (Government, Law, Manners, Folklore)
400s—Language (Dictionaries, Grammar, Foreign Language)
500s—Pure Science (Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology)
600s—Applied Science (How-to Books, Inventions, Health)
700s—Arts and Recreation (Music, Crafts, Sports, Hobbies)
800s—Literature (Poetry, Plays, Short Stories, Jokes)
900s—History (Travel, Geography, Biography)
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900s—History (Travel, Geography, Biography)
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Family Feast
 An anagram is a word or phrase that is made by rearranging the letters of another word. For 
example, an anagram for Thanksgiving is SAVING KNIGHT. 

In Duck for Turkey Day, the students in Tuyet’s class told the teacher what their families had for their 
Thanksgiving feast. In many cases it was something other than turkey. Match the family’s favorite food 
with its correct anagram. 

____1. Tofu turkey   A. Boars feet
____2. Enchiladas   B. Check-in
____3. Lamb    C. Old nose
____4. Roast beef   D. China deals
____5. Noodles   E. Key for tutu 
____6. Chicken    F. Blam

Part I

Part II
If you could choose the perfect feast for your family, what would it be?
List at least three foods and draw a picture of how they would look on a fancy platter. 

1.

2.

3.
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Thankful Tuyet’s 
Terrific Turkey

Tuyet’s teacher asked her students to tell each other what their families did on Thanksgiving,  
a holiday based on the harvest festival first celebrated by the Pilgrims in 1621. 

Tuyet discovered that while families may have different traditions, there is one thing everyone 
has in common: We all have a lot to be grateful for. 

Below is a writing activity that might have been done after Thanksgiving by the students in  
Mrs. Cook’s class. In this example, Tuyet thinks of five things she is thankful for. Tuyet likes to 
work with words. She uses alliteration, the repeating of beginning consonant sounds, to make 
her words more interesting. 
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Thankful Feathers
Directions: Think of five things you are thankful for. Write each one in a feather. Try to use 
alliteration, the repeating of beginning consonant sounds, to make your words more interesting. If 
you have time, decorate your work. 

Thankful Feathers
by

_________________


