CARRY A TORCH!
WINTER WEBQUEST

Y

ou are newly-hired employees of
BrainGames, an educational games
company. As you can imagine, the
upcoming 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi,
Russia, are on everyone’s mind. Enthusiasm
is contagious, and the company wants to
tap that market by coming up with a new
game in a hurry.
Your Project Manager (teacher) decides
to have her newest staffers work together
on a map-based quiz game about a very
important and exciting element of the
Olympics—the Torch Relay. This winter’s
Relay will be full of drama and involve
several “firsts.” It’s important that the game

TASK

Your Project Manager
will assign you to a team.
Your team will research
its specific segment and
aspects of the Relay. Seated
with your team, you’ll watch
a video about the history
of the Relay, and the most
recent Relay for the London
2012 Games.

is informative and accurate, and that it
conveys the significance of this powerful,
unifying tradition of the Olympic Games.
You and your coworkers will create this
educational game. But first, we want you
to do your own research, as part of a team,
to become an expert in specific aspects
of the Relay. You’ll learn about those
aspects, and your team will work from
your research to generate a set of game
questions. Eventually, your team’s work
will fit together with that of other teams to
produce a finished game appropriate for
use in classrooms and homes.

You will use your team’s Research
Outline to learn about your subject.
You’ll create a map and a draft of
questions for your segment of the
Relay. Then you’ll meet with the rest
of your team to compare drafts and
settle on a final set of questions.
Your Project Manager will compile
the work of the teams into the final
map-based quiz game, which you will
field test together.

PROCESS

CARRY A TORCH!
WINTER WEBQUEST

PROCESS
1. Get your team assignment.

segment is listed below. Choose a secretary and
work from your individual drafts to develop ten
game questions. You might choose questions as
written by different team members or blend ideas
from different people into new questions. Write
each on a separate index card, with the answer on
the back, using a marker of the appropriate color.

2. Watch a video titled History of the Olympic Torch
Relay, at www.youtube.com/watch?v=pcjfrfa2ubE.
3. Gather paper and pencil for taking notes, and claim
a computer workstation.
4. Click on your team’s relay segment below and
complete the Research Outline. Take notes as you
go, to help you craft your game questions. TIP: If
you open the websites in a separate window from the
webquest, it will be easier to find what you need and
transfer information to your Outline.
5. Based on your General Research and Map Work,
write five questions (with answers). Choose
questions that cover interesting information
and help game players understand the modern
Olympic Torch Relay.
6. Meet with your team. Gather index cards and
a marker in the same color as your team’s relay

7.

Compare your maps and choose ten stops along
your route to correspond to your team’s ten game
questions. Mark these stops on fresh outline maps,
and print them.

8. Submit to your Project Manager your team’s
finished work—individual Research Outlines,
responses on separate pages, individual question/
answer drafts, final team questions with answers,
and printed map(s).
9. Play the game you created!

NOW CLICK ON YOUR ASSIGNED TEAM
BELOW TO BEGIN YOUR RESEARCH.
Segment 1:
Segment 2:
Segment 3:
Segment 4:

Greece to Russia
Moscow to St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg to Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk
Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk to Sochi

INTRO/TASK

T

his segment of the
Olympic Torch relay is
rich with ancient history,
mythology, and tradition.
You’ll learn about these
aspects of the relay, create
maps, and generate
questions for the game.

OLYMPIA, GREECE,
TO
		MOSCOW,
RUSSIA

SEGMENT 1: 1:
RESEARCH
OUTLINE,
PG. 1
SEGMENT
RESEARCH
OUTLINE

I. General Research. Visit these sites to complete this section of the Research Outline:
•
•
•
•

www.olympic.org/Documents/Reports/EN/en_report_655.pdf
(Scroll down and read “Evolution from the origins,” “Lighting of the Flame Today,” and skim
“Relay history, itineraries and modes of transport”)
www.enchantedlearning.com/olympics
(Read the sections on “The Ancient Olympics,” “The Modern Olympic Games, “History of the
Olympic Flame,” and “The Torches of the Olympics)
www.infoplease.com/sports/olympics/torch-symbolism-fire.html
http://rt.com/news/olympics-sochi-flame-lit-493
(Watch the video of the ceremonial lighting of the Olympic Torch for the 2014 Olympics)

1. Who is said to have brought fire to mankind?

What happened to him as a result?

2. Whom did the Ancient Olympic Games honor?

3. Before whose temple is the Olympic flame lit?

4. What does the sacred fire symbolize?

What does the Torch symbolize in the modern Games?

5. Were torch relays part of the Ancient Olympic Games?

PROCESS

INTRO/TASK

GO TO PG. 2
SEGMENT 1

GO TO PG. 3
SEGMENT 1

OLYMPIA, GREECE,
TO
		MOSCOW,
RUSSIA

SEGMENT 1: 1:
RESEARCH
OUTLINE,
PG. 2
SEGMENT
RESEARCH
OUTLINE
6. When did the Ancient Olympics begin?

When did the Modern Games begin?

7.

How is the Olympic flame lit?

What happens if the sun is not shining on the scheduled day?

8. What are the main modes of transportation for the Torch on this first segment of the relay?

9. Where is Hera’s temple in Greece?

10. Where does the flame arrive as it completes this segment?

II. Map Work. Visit these sites to complete this section of the Research Outline:
•
•
•
•

www.mapsofworld.com/europe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_greek_sanctuaries-en.svg
http://en.rian.ru/infographics/20121012/176574615.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2014_Winter_Olympics_torch_relay

A. Find maps of Greece online. (You may need two maps, because Olympia is an ancient sacred site that
doesn’t show on most modern maps.) Locate Olympia and Athens on them. Print them, circle the
locations, and keep them to turn in with your printed Research Outline.
B. Find a map of the Russian Federation. Locate Moscow on it. Print it, circle the two locations, and keep
it to turn in with your printed Research Outline.

PROCESS

INTRO/TASK

GO TO PG. 1
SEGMENT 1

GO TO PG. 3
SEGMENT 1

OLYMPIA, GREECE,
TO
		MOSCOW,
RUSSIA

SEGMENT 1: 1:
RESEARCH
OUTLINE,
PG. 3
SEGMENT
RESEARCH
OUTLINE
**Print your worksheet, completed to this point. (Pages 3-5 of this document.) Finish the map work in
pencil on your printed maps, and complete the Game Questions section in pencil on separate paper.**
C. Using your printed maps, complete these steps:
• Draw the route the Olympic Torch will travel during this segment on your maps.
• Mark five stops or points along the route, numbering them 1-5. Include Olympia, Athens, two points
between Athens and Moscow, and Moscow. (Note: the in-between points will just be dots along the
flight line between Athens and Moscow, rather than actual Relay stops.)

III. Game Questions.
A. Based on your research, choose five interesting facts or statistics from your General Research.
B. Shape each fact or statistic into a True/False question or a multiple choice question with three choices.
Don’t forget to include correct answers!
C. Number your questions 1-5, to correspond with your numbered points along the route.

IV. Torch Maze.
A. If time allows, print a copy of the flame-shaped maze at www.printactivities.com/Mazes/Shape_Mazes/
olympic-torch-maze.html. Solve it on paper and turn it in with your other paperwork.

Now, return to Step #6 of the PROCESS section to continue your task.

PROCESS

INTRO/TASK

GO TO PG. 1
SEGMENT 1

GO TO PG. 2
SEGMENT 1

T

his segment kicks off the
Torch Relay around the host
country, Russia. Focus is on the
torch itself, and the celebration
cauldrons it will light along the
way. You’ll learn about these
aspects of the Relay, create a
map, and generate questions
for the game.

MOSCOW, RUSSIA, TO
		 ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA

SEGMENT 2: 1:
RESEARCH
OUTLINE,
PG. 1
SEGMENT
RESEARCH
OUTLINE

I. General Research. Visit these sites to complete this section of the Research Outline:
•
•
•
•
•

www.olympic.org/Documents/Reports/EN/en_report_655.pdf
(Scroll down to “Torches and design.”)
www.olympic.org/news/sochi-2014-torch-unveiled/188231
www.olympic.org/news/sochi-2014-unveils-celebration-cauldron-for-olympic-torch-relay/200519
http://olympictalk.nbcsports.com/2013/05/07/flame-watch-siberian-children-to-start-torch-relay/
comment-page-1
http://torchrelay.sochi2014.com/en/Torch/OurTorch

1. What technical specifications must the Olympic Torch meet?

2. What fuel do modern Olympic Torches burn?

3. Describe the Torch for Sochi Olympics.

4. What does the design of this Torch represent about the host country?

5. Describe the Celebration Cauldrons for the Sochi Olympics.

Who will keep the cauldrons after the Relay is over?

PROCESS

INTRO/TASK

GO TO PG. 2
SEGMENT 2

GO TO PG. 3
SEGMENT 2

MOSCOW, RUSSIA, TO
		 ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA

SEGMENT 2: RESEARCH OUTLINE, PG. 2

6. When did the Torch begin its journey across Russia?

7.

How is the Torch transported on this second segment of the relay?

8. From what Russian city did the Olympic Torch begin its journey around the host country?

9. Where does the flame complete this segment?

II. Map Work. Visit these sites to complete this section of the Research Outline:
•
•

http://en.rian.ru/infographics/20121012/176574615.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2014_Winter_Olympics_torch_relay

A. Identify the next stop after Moscow on one of the maps from the site links above. Locate that Regional city
on a map of the Russian Federation; then locate St. Petersburg. Choose and locate three Federal Regions
(cities) the Torch will visit between the stop after Moscow and St. Petersburg. Print the map, circle the
identified locations, and keep it to turn in with your printed Research Outline.

PROCESS

INTRO/TASK

GO TO PG. 1
SEGMENT 2

GO TO PG. 3
SEGMENT 2

MOSCOW, RUSSIA, TO
		 ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA

SEGMENT
2: 1:
RESEARCH
OUTLINE,
PG. 3
SEGMENT
RESEARCH
OUTLINE

**Print your worksheet, completed to this point. (Pages 6-8 of this document.) Finish the map work in
pencil on your printed maps, and complete the Game Questions section in pencil on separate paper.**
B. Using your printed maps, complete these steps:
• Draw the route the Olympic Torch will travel during this segment on your map.
• Mark five stops or points along the route, numbering them 1-5. Include the stop after Moscow,
St. Petersburg, and three stops in between.

III. Game Questions.
A. Based on your research, choose five interesting facts or statistics from your General Research.
B. Shape each fact or statistic into a True/False question or a multiple choice question with three choices.
Don’t forget to include correct answers!
C. Number your questions 1-5, to correspond with your numbered points along the route.

IV. Torch Maze.
A. If time allows, print a copy of the flame-shaped maze at www.printactivities.com/Mazes/Shape_Mazes/
olympic-torch-maze.html. Solve it on paper and turn it in with your other paperwork.

Now, return to Step #6 of the PROCESS section to continue your task.

PROCESS

INTRO/TASK

GO TO PG. 1
SEGMENT 2

GO TO PG. 2
SEGMENT 2

T

his segment carries the
Torch across the vast, lightlypopulated, central portion of Russia.
The Torch travels mostly via air,
visiting the smallest number of
Federal Regions, where torchbearers
will carry it to area cities and
towns. Your team will focus on the
torchbearers, themselves. You’ll
learn about this aspect of the
Relay, create a map, and generate
questions for the game.

ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA, TO
		YUZHNO-SAKHALINSK, RUSSIA

SEGMENT 3: 1:
RESEARCH
OUTLINE,
PG. 1
SEGMENT
RESEARCH
OUTLINE

I. General Research. Visit these sites to complete this section of the Research Outline:
•
•
•
•
•

http://olympictalk.nbcsports.com/2013/09/20/sochi-2014-olympic-torch-relay-first-torchbearer-ioannisantoniou
www.olympic.org/Documents/Reports/EN/en_report_655.pdf
(In “Introduction,” read the sections on Relay and Stadium. Then scroll down to “Originality of
transportation” and read the first paragraph.)
www.gogonews.com/posts-Olympic+Torch+Will+Visit+The+ISS-10009.html
http://torchrelay.beijing2008.cn/en/archives/others/n214039821.shtml
(Read the sections titled “The Torchbearer” and “Transferring the Olympic Flame.”)
http://news.sky.com/story/1166293/sochi-olympic-torch-in-historic-spacewalk

1. Who can be Olympic Relay Torchbearers?

2. Who was the first Torchbearer to carry the Torch in Russia?

3. How many people will carry the Torch in this Relay?

4. What are the duties and privileges of being an Olympic Torchbearer?

5. When do we learn the identity of the final Torchbearer, who lights the cauldron at the Olympic Stadium to
begin the Games?

PROCESS

INTRO/TASK

GO TO PG. 2
SEGMENT 3

GO TO PG. 3
SEGMENT 3

ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA, TO
		YUZHNO-SAKHALINSK, RUSSIA

SEGMENT 3: RESEARCH OUTLINE, PG. 2

6. How is the Torch transported on this second segment of the relay?

7.

How far, and for how long, does an average Torchbearer carry the Torch?

8. What unusual place will this Torch visit?

Is this the first time an Olympic Torch has been “out of this world?”

9. Where does the flame complete this segment?

II. Map Work. Visit these sites to complete this section of the Research Outline:
•
•

http://en.rian.ru/infographics/20121012/176574615.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2014_Winter_Olympics_torch_relay

A. Identify the next stop after St. Petersburg on one of the maps from the site links above. Locate
that Regional city on a map of the Russian Federation; then locate Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk. Choose and
locate three Federal Regions (cities) the Torch will visit between the stop after St. Petersburg and
Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk. Print the map, circle the identified locations, and keep it to turn in with
your printed Research Outline.

PROCESS

INTRO/TASK

GO TO PG. 1
SEGMENT 3

GO TO PG. 3
SEGMENT 3

ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA, TO
		YUZHNO-SAKHALINSK, RUSSIA

SEGMENT 3: 1:
RESEARCH
OUTLINE,
PG. 3
SEGMENT
RESEARCH
OUTLINE

**Print your worksheet, completed to this point. (Pages 9-11 of this document.) Finish the map work in
pencil on your printed maps, and complete the Game Questions section in pencil on separate paper.**
B. Using your printed maps, complete these steps:
• Draw the route the Olympic Torch will travel during this segment on your map.
• Mark five stops or points along the route, numbering them 1-5. Include the stop after St. Petersburg,
St. Petersburg, Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, and three stops in between.

III. Game Questions.
A. Based on your research, choose five interesting facts or statistics from your General Research.
B. Shape each fact or statistic into a True/False question or a multiple choice question with three choices.
Don’t forget to include correct answers!
C. Number your questions 1-5, to correspond with your numbered points along the route.

IV. Torch Maze.
A. If time allows, print a copy of the flame-shaped maze at www.printactivities.com/Mazes/Shape_Mazes/
olympic-torch-maze.html. Solve it on paper and turn it in with your other paperwork.

Now, return to Step #6 of the PROCESS section to continue your task.

PROCESS

INTRO/TASK

GO TO PG. 1
SEGMENT 3

GO TO PG. 2
SEGMENT 3

I

n this final segment of the
Relay, the Torch will cross the
southern part of Russia on its
way to its final destination. This
Relay is unusual and recordbreaking in several ways.
You’ll learn some of the relay’s
statistical features and details,
create a map, and generate
questions for the game.

YUZHNO-SAKHALINSK, RUSSIA,
TO
				SOCHI,
RUSSIA
SEGMENT 4: 1:
RESEARCH
OUTLINE,
PG. 1
SEGMENT
RESEARCH
OUTLINE

I. General Research. Visit these sites to complete this section of the Research Outline:
•
•
•

www.sochi2014.com/en/media/news/60396
www.olympic.org/Documents/Reports/EN/en_report_655.pdf
(In “Introduction,” read the section on Stadium.)
www.gogonews.com/posts-Olympic+Torch+Will+Visit+The+ISS-10009.html

1. How much of Russia’s population lives within an hour of the Relay route?

2. How many people are expected to see the Relay as it travels around Russia?

3. What symbolic gesture accompanies the lighting of the cauldron that officially opens the Games?
(HINT: It has to do with a kind of animal)

4. When will the Torch reach its final destination?

5. When is the Olympic Flame finally extinguished?

6. What are the main modes of transportation for the Torch relay?

PROCESS

INTRO/TASK

GO TO PG. 2
SEGMENT 4

GO TO PG. 3
SEGMENT 4

YUZHNO-SAKHALINSK, RUSSIA,
TO
				SOCHI,
RUSSIA
SEGMENT 4: RESEARCH OUTLINE, PG. 2

7.

How many Federal Regions (towns and cities) in Russia will it visit during the Relay?

8. Where, specifically, does the Torch Relay officially end?

9. How far will the Torch travel between its arrival in Moscow and its final destination in Sochi?

How does this distance compare to other Winter Game Relays?

II. Map Work. Visit these sites to complete this section of the Research Outline:
•
•

http://en.rian.ru/infographics/20121012/176574615.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2014_Winter_Olympics_torch_relay

A. Identify the next stop after Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk on one of the maps from the site links above. Locate that
Regional city on a map of the Russian Federation; then locate Sochi. Choose and locate three Federal
Regions the Torch will visit between the stop after Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk and Sochi. Print the map, circle the
identified locations, and keep it to turn in with your printed Research Outline.

PROCESS

INTRO/TASK

GO TO PG. 1
SEGMENT 4

GO TO PG. 3
SEGMENT 4

YUZHNO-SAKHALINSK, RUSSIA,
TO
				SOCHI,
RUSSIA
SEGMENT 4: 1:
RESEARCH
OUTLINE,
PG. 3
SEGMENT
RESEARCH
OUTLINE

**Print your worksheet, completed to this point. (Pages 12-14 of this document.) Finish the map work in
pencil on your printed maps, and complete the Game Questions section in pencil on separate paper.**
B. Using your printed maps, complete these steps:
• Draw the route the Olympic Torch will travel during this segment on your map.
• Mark five stops or points along the route, numbering them 1-5. Include the stop after
Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, Sochi, and three stops in between.

III. Game Questions.
A. Based on your research, choose five interesting facts or statistics from your General Research.
B. Shape each fact or statistic into a True/False question or a multiple choice question with three choices.
Don’t forget to include correct answers!
C. Number your questions 1-5, to correspond with your numbered points along the route.

IV. Torch Maze.
A. If time allows, print a copy of the flame-shaped maze at www.printactivities.com/Mazes/Shape_Mazes/
olympic-torch-maze.html. Solve it on paper and turn it in with your other paperwork.

Now, return to Step #6 of the PROCESS section to continue your task.

PROCESS

INTRO/TASK

GO TO PG. 1
SEGMENT 4

GO TO PG. 2
SEGMENT 4

