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Mother’s Day Puppet Play:  

Mommy’s Marvelous  
Mississippi Mudcake

by | Marilyn Lohnes

Celebrate Mother’s Day by having your stu-
dents perform “Mommy’s Marvelous Mississippi 
Mudcake.” For fun, you could read “Stone Soup” 
and “The Little Red Hen” to see if your students 
find any similarities to these stories and the pup-
pet play. 

Props  
Props are optional in this puppet show, as you can 
pretend without them, but if you wish to include 
props, you might consider the following: 
• a basket of eggs
• a pail of milk
• puppet-size grocery bags, clothes, a small 

book, a table, and dishes (including a mixing 
bowl)

You can look for small toys to use as props, or you 
can simply draw the props and mount them on 
sticks.

Characters

Mother Susan
Father  Brian

Scene One
In kitchen/living room (background noise of ballgame and children arguing, gradually fades out).

Mother: This house is such a mess! And the noise! Between the ballgame on televi-
sion, and the kids … are those children ever quiet? Oh, and I was hoping 
for a nice relaxing Mother’s Day. I don’t think that anybody even remem-
bered it was Mother’s Day. The farm chores haven’t been done yet: Bessie 
needs to be milked, and the eggs haven’t been collected yet. I haven’t even 
had the time to bring in the groceries from the car. I think I’m going to 
scream. Maybe I should scream. (Looks around, then screams long and loud.)

Father: (Offstage.) YES! What a Play! (To wife.) Did you say something, Honey?

❖  ❖  ❖
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Mother: (Totally frustrated.) Ooooohh! (Begins cleaning. Children enter arguing and yell-
ing.)

Brian: Mo-om! Mo-om!

Susan: It was Brian’s fault!

Brian: I didn’t do it!

Susan: Did too! Did too!

Brian: Did not! Did not!
 (Arguing continues, and voices get louder.)

Mother: That’s enough! Can’t I have just one day of peace around here? 

Father: (Enters.) Wow, what a game! You should have seen the last couple of min-
utes. I thought for sure …

Brian: (Interrupting.) What’s for supper, Mommy?

Susan: I want spaghetti!

Father: I have a great idea for supper!

Mother: Oh, you remembered!

Father: Remembered what?

Mother: (Sounding disappointed.) Never mind.

Father: So, my idea for supper? Well more for dessert. How about Mommy make 
us one of her delicious Mississippi Mudcakes?

Brian and  
Susan: (Together.) Yaaaay! 

Mother: … and did Daddy ask Mommy if she wants to make a Mississippi 
 Mudcake? 

Father: Well, no.

Mother: … and did Daddy ask Mommy if she needed help making a Mississippi 
Mudcake?

Father: Well, no.

Mother: … and did Daddy ask Mommy if she had all the ingredients for making a 
Mississippi Mudcake?

Father: Well, no.

Mother: Then it’s settled. No Mississippi Mudcake!

Brian and 
Susan: (Together.) Aawwwww.

Mother: I think I’m going to scream …

Brian and  
Susan: (Together.) Aawwww.

Mother: That’s it! I’m screaming. (Screams loud and long; everyone stops talking.)
Father: Oh come on, Honey. Won’t you make one for us?

Mother: I don’t even have any eggs in the house. 
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Brian: There are eggs in the chicken coop. I’ll go get you one.

Mother: Sweety, I need more than one egg to make a Mississippi Mudcake.

Brian: Then I’ll go get all the eggs for you. I’ll go into the chicken coop and get a 
whole basket of eggs! (Exits.) 

Mother: (To self.) Wow! He’s never offered to get the eggs before. He must really like 
my Mississippi Mudcake!

Susan: Can you make a Mississippi Mudcake now, Mommy?

Mother: I’d love to, but I need fresh milk. 

Susan: There’s milk in the fridge, Mommy.

Mother: Oh no, no. That won’t do. I always use fresh milk. Straight from the cow. I 
don’t think the cow has any milk today. 

Susan: But the cow always has milk. 

Mother: I don’t know …

Susan: I’ll show you, Mommy. I’ll go out and get a cup of milk for you.

Mother: That would be nice dear, but I need more than a cup of milk to make a 
Mississippi Mudcake. 

Susan: Then I’ll go get you a whole pail full! (Exits.)

Mother: My goodness! Susan’s never offered to get the milk before. I guess my 
Mississippi Mudcake is popular with her too.

Father: So, Honey, all set to make us a Mississippi Mudcake now? 

Mother: I don’t think so, Dear.

Father: Why not?

Mother: My groceries are still in the car. I’d need the flour and the cocoa from the 
groceries to make the cake. And I’ve got to keep an eye on our cooking din-
ner, so I can’t go out and get them right now.

Father: Er, did you want me to get the flour and the cocoa?

Mother: Sure! That would be great.

Father: Um, which bag are they in?

Mother: I don’t know for sure. When I bring in all the groceries and put them away, 
I can find everything I need because it’s put in its proper place.

Father: No problem, Dear. I’ll bring in everything. Gee, I can almost taste that 
Mississippi Mudcake now. (Exits.)

Brian: (Enters, carrying basket of eggs.) Here Mom! I picked up every egg in the 
chicken coop! 

Mother: Good for you, Brian. Thank you very much.
Brian: Now can we have Missisppi Mudcake?

Mother: I’m afraid not, Sweetheart.

Brian: Why not?

Mother: I’m afraid I’ve lost my recipe book. I think it’s somewhere in the living 
room. 
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Brian: (Looks offstage.) Under all those clothes?

Mother: I think so ... I was getting ready to do some laundry when …

Brian: (Dashes offstage, clothes start flying onstage.) It must be here somewhere!

Mother: (Dodging clothes.) I’m sure it is, Sweetheart, but we’ll never find it until all 
those clothes have been picked up. 

Brian: (Offstage.) I’ll pick them up, Mom! I’ll find your book. (Pauses.) Um, where 
do you want me to put the clothes?

Mother: Hmm. Let’s see. How about in the washing machine?

Brian: (Banging offstage. Staggers onstage with a pile of clothes, silly garment on head, 
covering eyes.) That’s a good idea! (Staggers again, Mother directs him offstage.)

Susan: (Enters carrying pail of milk.) Here, Mommy! Here’s your milk. I got a whole 
pail full! 

Mother: That’s terrific, Dear. Thank you so much.

Susan: Now can we have Mississippi Mudcake?

Mother: I’m afraid not, Sweetheart.

Susan: Why not?

Mother: I’ve lost my mixing bowl … er, and my spoon. They’re in the pile of dirty 
dishes somewhere. 

Susan: (Moves offstage, noise of rummaging through dishes.) I’ll find them, Mommy. I’ll 
get them for you.

Mother: Oh, I don’t think that will work. The dishes will just keep moving around 
and you’ll never find them. The only way to find them for sure is to wash 
all of them, dry them, and put them away. Then we’ll find the bowl and the 
spoon. 

Susan: (Offstage.) OK, Mommy. It’ll be worth it to have some Mississippi Mudcake.

Mother: You mean you’ll do the dishes?

Susan: (Offstage.) Uh huh! I can do them all by myself! (Noises as she begins doing 
dishes.) Boy, Brian sure made a lot of dirty dishes.

Brian: (Offstage.) Did not!

Susan: (Offstage.) Did too!

Father: (Enters with bags.) Kids, kids! (To mother.) Here are all the groceries. (Pauses.) 
Say, Why don’t I put everything away for you? 

Mother: That would be terrific! 

Father: Now can we have Mississippi Mudcake?

Mother:  Well, I still have to set the table, and get supper ready to serve.

Father: I can do that if it means we’ll get some Mississippi Mudcake for dessert.

Mother: Well, I still need a bowl …

Susan: (Enters quickly with bowl.) Mommy! I found the bowl! And it’s all clean now!

Mother: … and a spoon …

Susan: And look! I found the spoon too!
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Mother: … and the recipe book …

Brian: (Enters quickly with book.) Look, Mom! I found the recipe book. It was 
under Susan’s underwear!

Susan: Was not!

Brian: Was too!

Susan: Was not!

Brian: Was too!

Mother: I think I feel another scream coming on … (Everyone stops talking.)

Father: Kids, kids, let’s go into the living room and let Mother concentrate on mak-
ing her Mississippi Mudcake. No, wait! (To Mother.) Why don’t you go in the 
living room and relax, while we go in the kitchen and make the cake?!

Mother: (Sounding skeptical.) I don’t know …

Brian and 
Susan: (Together.) We can make the cake, Mommy!

Father: Sure we can, Honey, and I can set the table too.

Mother: Oh, that would be so nice. Maybe I will go lie down for a few minutes. 
(Exits.)

Father: OK, everybody else into the kitchen! (All exit.)

Scene Two
(Table is set with supper.)

Mother: (Enters onstage.) My goodness, it’s quiet. I hope everything is all right.

Father: (Enters.) Oh, hi, Honey. Feeling better?

Mother: I am, thank you. (Looks around.) Where are the kids?

Father: Oh they’re just finishing up the dishes. We made quite a mess, so I thought 
we should clean up a little.

Mother: Really? (Looks around.) What’s that sound?

Father: Oh, I did a load of laundry. I spilled chocolate on my shirt. When I went to 
put my shirt in the washer I noticed that there was a full load ready to go. I 
hope you don’t mind.

Mother: Mind? Of course I don’t mind.

Susan and 
Brian: (Enter.) Mommy, Mommy, we made the Mississippi Mudcake!

Mother: You sure did! What a wonderful Mother’s Day present!

Father Oh no! You mean …

Susan: It’s Mother’s Day …

Brian: … and we didn’t get you anything!

Mother: Quite the opposite. You gave me my best present ever!
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Father, Susan, 
and Brian: (Together.) We did?

Mother: You certainly did. Brian, you fetched all the eggs from the chicken coop, 
and you picked up all the clothes on the floor.

Brian: Even Susan’s dirty underwear!

Susan: Did not!

Brian: Did too!

Susan: Did not!

Brian: Did too!

Mother: And Susan—you milked the cow for me, and you washed and dried all of 
the dirty dishes in the sink.

Susan: I had to do the dishes twice, Mommy, because Brian made a big mess!

Brian: Did not!

Susan: Did too!

Brian: Did not!

Susan: Did too!

Mother: (To Father.) And you—you went and got the groceries from the car and put 
them all away. 

Father: Come to think of it, it did take quite a bit of time.

Susan: So did doing all the dishes!

Brian: So did picking up all the clothes … and getting the eggs!

Susan: … and milking the cow. Don’t forget I milked the cow!

Father: Hmmm. I think we’ve all learned how hard your mother works. Maybe we 
should start helping out a little more often.

Brian: I can get the eggs every morning! It’s kinda fun!

Susan: So is milking the cow! I can milk the cow!

Father: And maybe I can pick up the groceries on my way home from work on 
Fridays. That would save you a trip into town on Saturdays.

Brian: And we can all pick up after Susan. She’s the messiest, you know.

Susan: Am not!

Brian: Are too!

Susan: Am not!

Brian: Are too!

Father: I think that’s enough arguing for now. Come on, everybody. Let’s have some 
of Mommy’s Marvelous Mississippi Mudcake!

Susan and 
Brian: (Together.) Yeaaaaah!

Mother: That sounds wonderful! This is really the best Mother’s Day I’ve ever had!

 (All exit.)
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Making the Puppets

Pattern Pieces
On page 8.

Fabric
flesh-colored felt or vellux

Other Materials Needed 

• fabric markers or paint
• yarn or felt for hair
• fabric or small doll’s clothes
 

Instructions
1. Copy and cut out upper and lower body parts. You may wish to enlarge or reduce the 

pattern, to create children and adult puppets. You may also experiment with the face 
shape to create different faces on the puppet.

2. Tape the upper and lower body parts together along the dotted line.
3. Cut two of the body pattern piece (upper and lower body combined) from felt or  

vellux.
4. Stitch or glue the body pieces together, leaving the bottom open.
5. Add hair to the puppets either by gluing felt shapes to the head or by attaching yarn to 

the head.
6. Create eyes and mouth using fabric paint or markers.
7. You can create a nose by either drawing it on, or by making a small ball from the felt 

or vellux and gluing it on.
8. Give the puppets clothing by dressing them in small doll’s clothes, or by creating a 

wardrobe from small pieces of fabric.

Mommy

Daddy Brian Susan
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Upper Body

Lower Body

Puppet Pattern


